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Newsletter for BIS Parents and Friends. No: 28 / 2019-20
MYP EXPERIENCE OF DISTANCE LEARNING

Unfortunately, the Coronavirus is spreading very rapidly
worldwide and on Wednesday 18th March, the first
three cases were reported in Kyrgyzstan. Our school
switched from our normal every-day in-class learning to
online learning. This method protects the students and
teachers by studying and teaching through Managebac
and other platforms (e.g. Matific, Getepic, Class Dojo), to
keep people separated in case of the infection spreading
to our school and our families. Online learning is a
method that is very new to students, parents and
teachers, but | would say that we handled it very well.

In my MYP2 class, students were able to complete
homework assignments on time, with the help of a well
organized schedule and reliable teachers. Together, we
got through our first week of online learning very
successfully, and definitely gained new skills and
experiences as distant learners. The teachers also did a

great job, always keeping in touch with students and
o T

consistently trying their best to make our learning
their top priority, which made the transition to
online learning much easier for students.

There was a lot of homework for us, but we all
appreciated the flexibility of our teachers, who gave
us a full 24 hours to finish our daily assignments.
Even though some parts were very challenging, we
all remained in regular contact with google chat,
where we could help each other out and complain
about life in self-quarantine.

Students would like to thank all of our teachers for
their hard work and for making things so organized
in a new and difficult situation. And good job to all
students who got through the week and enjoyed it!
And finally, we would like to thank parents of BIS for
becoming home teachers, being cooks, and
cleaners, while still trying to do their own jobs.

Delilah, MYP 2 Student



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://twitter.com/esca_bis
https://twitter.com/esca_bis
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS #TAIGANSATHOME

For those who are sometimes bored at school, this week
is the start of a great new adventure with a lot of new
challenges to overcome, new valleys to explore, and new
peaks to conquer. | am overwhelmed with the
community response from programme leaders,
teachers, students and parents in making this adventure
engaging, fun and educational. Many paths have been
explored, some entangled bushes and rock climbs are e g : s
proving difficult, and some peaks are still ahead of us. One thing | know we W|II succeed together'

All schools in the country are scheduled to reopen on Wednesday 8™ April, though as the response to
coronavirus changes by the hour, we do not really know when we can open again. We have to plan as if this
could last for a month or much longer, so please make sure that you keep up with the programme and that you
are not found still relaxing by the first stream when the world is ahead of you.

David Grant, Head of School

REMOTE LEARNING PLAN UPDATES

It has been a pleasure to see how resilient the BIS community have been during the recent changes to schooling.
I'd like to thank all students, parents and staff members for their efforts during this time as well as their honest
and constructive feedback. The BIS team aims to be as open and transparent as we possibly can be with the
school community. We will be working on a feedback-reflection-trial-improvement structure whereby the
Pedagogical Leadership Team will meet virtually toward the end of each week of Remote Learning to review
feedback and discuss possible changes that need to be made. These adjustments will be implemented in the
following week to ensure continued development of the remote learning opportunities and experiences that
we offer.

Our first meeting of this kind was held today (Friday 20th March). The decisions from this meeting will soon be
communicated with teachers. We will share updates with the student and parent community no later than
Sunday 29th March. Key areas that were discussed and where you should expect to see positive progress
include:

e Opportunities for face to face interaction
e Consideration of workload
e Ensuring academic and holistic support of students in exam-taking classes (i.e. IGCSE 2 and DP2)

BIS remains committed to a culture of constant improvement in all aspects of learning; excellent education is
still very much at the heart of what we do. The power of community is a strong tool and by continuing to work
together | have no doubt that our remote learning experiences will grow from strength to strength.

Krisha Gandhi, Director of Studies




PRIMARY SCHOOL TAIGANS AT HOME!

What a week it has been! Despite how surreal the situation is and how challenging it can be to transform from
a hands-on, inquiry-based and collaborative programme to remote learning, the entire Primary community has
come together to ensure our students can continue to access academic, creative and physical learning
opportunities.

Here are just a few highlights!
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We are still running Galaxy Go Getters this week as it has been clear to see just how much effort our students
have been putting in to provide home learning! We are so proud to announce our following winners.

Primary 1: Isabel and Humay have participated in all of their activities and in some cases they have even started
to work on subjects ahead of time. Well Done, Isabel and Humay!

Primary 2A: Erik M has been very principled and reflective this week by always going back and fixing any
mistakes he's made and answering any further questions I've presented him with. Well done, Erik!

Primary 2S: Altai has been working really hard from home despite some physical challenges. He is being a
thinker by overcoming his obstacles! Well done, Altai!

Primary 3: Neslihan has shown a principled attitude during her remote learning classes. She has given her all to
every activity which isn’t always easy at home. Well done!

Primary 4: Laia has proven that she is a thinker this week by applying her skills and knowledge to tackle her
tasks and activities! Well done, Laia!

Primary 5: Zeinep has been positive and open-minded through the changes and challenges of learning remotely.
She was the first in the class to excitedly work on the assignments and be proactive in her learning. | was very
impressed with her action this week. She has been kind and polite in her exchanges in Hangouts. Well done,
Zeinep!

Primary 6A: Arina T. has done outstanding work, on her summative assessment, but has also taken great risks,
and proven herself a very effective communicator, by working diligently online to help make the inquiry better
for all students in our digital classroom! Well done, Arina!

Primary 6S: Adilet should get a Galaxy Go Getter! He's been working so diligently since Tuesday. He is always
cracking jokes and keeping things light-hearted. He is being a good communicator with me and others in the
class too. Well done, Adilet!

A huge congratulations to the above students! You will be able to pick up your

certificate on our return to school! A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT
_ . | TO ALL THE TEACHERS
Wishing you all a wonderful Spring Break! PROVIDING TIMELY

Ms. Krisha, PYP Coordinator, Director of Studies PEEDBACK-AND
ENCOURAGEMENT ON

EVIDENCE BEING
UPLOADED!
THIS IS FANTASTIC TO
SEE!

PRIMARY HOMEROOM AND CO-TEACHERS HAVE BEEN REMOTE TEACHING
SUPERSTARS ENSURING PYP UNIT OF INQUIRIES ARE STILL ENGAGING AND
INTERACTIVE!

eynep Nisan Erman posted photo o

Recyclable materials in Spanish

Reuse! Reduce! Recycle!

Planting Day2
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? It looks like you're practicing i " -
your math facts, Great job | / Liked
Ange!

Anna Balduk

Reyhan your drawing Is
just gorgeous! You did an
excellent job! | hope to
see your drawing in April
at the exhibition! Now I'm




IGCSE REMOTE LEARNING CHALLENGE

A massive thank you to both parents and students who
have undertaken this remote learning challenge very
well. Our teachers have done a fantastic job in creating
lessons that are more active learning while still being
appropriate for each class and | am pleased to have
seen a ton of fantastic submissions from our IGCSE
students. Please see examples of student work done
through remote learning.

Jacques Prinsloo, Assistant Head of School




IGCSE REMOTE LEARNING CHALLENGE

Hi! I'm Smoky!!

A coke bottle bought from the
store
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PRIMARY2 OSTRICH FARM VISIT

Last week P2 had the opportunity to visit an ostrich farm. During our visit, the students were able to observe
the different stages of development of an ostrich. The class saw adult and young ostriches, as well as an ostrich
egg.

The farm also kept a variety of birds and animals. The students had a great time comparing the different birds
and feeding them. The class did an great job of classifying the animals they saw as either a bird, reptile, or
mammal.

The trip was short, but jam packed full of fun and new experiences. The students were so happy to have gone
on such an exciting field trip.

Ms. Shelby, Primary 2S Homeroom Teacher




TOGUZ KORGOOL ECA

Toguz Korgool is a very ancient logical game of nomads. In ancient times, the game was intended for military
training, because in order to manage army, it is necessary to educate minds from early childhood, minds that
could be counted and distributed.

So, from 5-6 years old leaders who could manage the army were preparing. Then the game turned into a sport.
As wars became less and the excitement of the game remained, people began to play for prizes.

The game allows to develop logical thinking and memory, also develops the foresight and activity of the brain
by training with mathematical calculations. But the game is built not only on counting speed, but also on tactics.
In this game, the age difference does not matter. Sometimes, despite the efforts of an adult, a child can easily
win. In addition, in the case of small children, exercises develop accuracy and excellence in grasping small
objects.

The Toguz Korgool Federation has been operating in Kyrgyzstan since 1991, and since 2014 it has been included
in the program of the World Nomad Games. And in the Czech Republic, toguz korgool tournaments are regularly
held as part of the Intellectual Games Olympiad.

Ms. Saikal, Kyrgyz Language Teacher
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Our March Book Club is up and running! It is open to allow you to order English
language reading books, delivered from the UK to our school.

Scholastic book catalogues are available in the library and school reception.

You can place your orders from our March catalogue online http://eu-
schools.scholastic.co.uk/bishkekinternationalschool or with our school cashier by
Monday 6% April, 2020.

All orders will be delivered to our School in April. ORDERS ARE DUE:
EVERY ORDER EARNS FREE BOOKS FOR OUR SCHOOL! APRIL 6

We hope that you enjoy browsing through the catalogue and will find something interesting for your child!

Should you have any questions about book ordering please feel free to ask - library@bis.kg

UPCOMING EVENTS

e Monday, 23" March — Friday, 27t" March: Spring Break

e Friday, 17t April — Art Exhibition and Poetry Evening

e Saturday, 25" April — All Parents Meeting — Parents Association
e End of April: IBDP and IGCSE Exam Sessions start

More information about all these events will be sent to you later, or see http://www.bis.kg

KEEP IN TOUCH

If you have anything you want to discuss or any suggestions for the school, please contact your Form Teacher
and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English
or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to
write to, please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right person.


http://eu-schools.scholastic.co.uk/bishkekinternationalschool
http://eu-schools.scholastic.co.uk/bishkekinternationalschool
mailto:library@bis.kg
http://www.bis.kg/
mailto:info@bis.kg
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Today | want to thank all our amazing Preschool teachers for coming together and creating the beautiful activity
packs for all of our preschool students. What an incredible achievement in just a day's notice and training! We
have one very amazing team! | also want to thank each and every parent for participating in Class Dojo activities.
Every time | get a notification it puts a smile on my face and | know the other teachers feel the exact same way.
Keep up the great work and we miss all our students.

Please stay safe.

Ms. Carmen, Head of Preschool
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