
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 2024 

The exceptional Ψ/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлн4Ω ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ 
school on Thursday 7th June with a beautiful 
ceremony at BIS. Graduating students were 

welcomed onstage by MCs Saikal and David, 
took in opening remarks by Governing Board 
representative, Lance Tillman, who 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ΨŦŀƛƭ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅΩ ŜƴǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ 

our goals, then applauded the success of 
students completing their IGCSE programme 
in Grade 10, and the Kyrgyz State Certificate of 
Education in Grade 11.  

We all appreciated the heartfelt and thought- 
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ful words of Valedictorian, Jijun Niu; the wise guidance in the Commencement Address from H.E. Marylin 
Josefson, Ambassador of the European Union to the Kyrgyz Republic; and the appeal by H.E. Olivier Bangerter, 

!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YȅǊƎȅȊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Graduation Address. The Class 
of 2024 accepted their High School Diploma awards before closing remarks by Makiko Inaba, DP Coordinator, 
encouraging us to choose options that exude beauty in their essence. Graduates left the stage to individual 
music and applause, before a reception outside with guests.  

The Class of 2024 made the most of their time in the DP, with a wealth of experience in sports and creative 
events, as well as academics. Their success is a testament to their own abilities, their commitment to success, 
and to the inspiration of teachers who have worked with these students over many years.  

In a first for BIS, all graduates are leaving for universities abroad, in the Middle East, Europe, UK, North America, 
Japan, Korea or China. Four of them have full scholarships in either China or USA, including one going to Stanford 
University on a full scholarship.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://twitter.com/biskg_
https://twitter.com/biskg_
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School


CLASS OF 2024 DISTINCTION AWARDS 

The 2024 Awards for Leadership, Service, Global Citizen, and Valedictorian were presented at the High School 
Graduation. The awards panel considered many nominations from staff and students, and decisions were 

difficult as we have so many exceptional students.  

Allan Khaldarov was awarded the Leadership Distinction, for a student who takes leadership roles throughout  

 

  

the school, helping members of the school community to achieve their 
academic, sporting, and creative potential. Alan has always taken the 
lead to make things happen. He has never been afraid to take risks, and 
has led by example in his DP engagement and debate. Even though not 
involved in sports, he is the first to champion sports, doing everything 
possible to help teams win. Alan is always questioning accepted 
narratives and conventions and is a leader in critical thinking. He is a 
leader who has brought this class together, when it could so easily have 
split into disparate parts. Alan is well known to many in the BIS 

community, as he is often center stage at events! 

Jannat Almazbek was awarded the Service Distinction for commitment 
to service, leading to positive development of their fellow classmates, 
the school, and the Kyrgyz Republic. Jannat was a member of Interact 
Club before joining BIS, and in her first year here she co-founded the BIS 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ Ŏƭǳō Ψ!Ŏǘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
service projects. In her second year, she helped build the institution, 
engaging many students from both BIS and other schools in service 
projects. She faced many challenges in the process, but overcame them 
all. One-off service projects are relatively easy. Building an institution is 

much more challenging. This student has laid the foundations for a 
volunteering club which will have long term impact for generations of 
BIS students yet to come.  

 

 Asiia Mamatova was awarded with the Global Citizen Distinction, for a 
student prepared to tackle both global and local issues through a 
commitment to social justice; tolerance and diversity; communication 
skills; and knowledge of global contexts. Asiia joined BIS in Grade 6 and 
has helped us become the school we are. She has developed excellent 
communication skills over the years and worked to involve other 
students in global issues. Her organisation of events, including Model 

UN, has always been exemplary, calm, and kind, drawing others in as 
part of the team. This yŜŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ Ψ!Ŏǘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ she 
has taken on a wide range of organisational and creative roles. 

Jijun Niu is the Class of 2024 Valedictorian as she achieved the highest 
overall academic grade in the IB Diploma Programme years. Four 
outstanding students scored 3.9 GPA or more, with Jijun just moving 
ahead with 3.97 GPA. Jijun demonstrates that dedication and hard work, 
combined with great wisdom, lead to great success. She has a bright 
future ahead of her.  

David Grant, Head of School 
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CLASS OF 2024 REFLECTION DINNER   

On Wednesday evening, we had a Pre-Graduation Reflection 
Dinner with the class of 2024, along with their families and 

friends as well as the BIS staff team to reflect on the two-year 
journey of the students and to send our best wishes.  

The evening started with photos of childhood memories 
alongside pictures of our G12 students all grown up while 
enjoying the welcome drinks. Our proud MCs were Elshat 
Begalieva and Allan Khaldarov who brought a cheerful and 
energetic mood to the evening. 

Opening remarks were given by Dr Grant and myself, 
followed by G12 Form Teachers, Ms Helene and Mr Jan. DP 
staff also had a chance to individually give comments and 
farewell wishes to each student in many languages we share 
with them.  

Then the floor was oǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
personal reflections and gratitude for their friends, families 
and teachers were touching. We could see the depth of their 
thoughtfulness and bond to one another. It evidenced how 
wonderful a world they have built arƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 

heartfelt congratulations and inspiring words to their child as 
well as their classmates and warm messages to BIS staff were 

also moving. I believe that being a parent is one of thŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ Ƨƻōǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
is also a huge milestone for their parents.  

Mr Esentur, our Management Systems Administrator, created a fantastic message video in which our alumni 
and teachers who used to work at BIS shared their lovely wishes.  

Finally, a special thanks to Ms Valeria and Ms Nazira who have been 
working extremely hard until the very end of the school year to make these 
graduation events happen. Without you, we could not have reached this 
point. It is sad to announce that it was the last graduation event which Ms 
Nazira organised as she is leaving the job but Ms Valeria will continue to do 

the wonderful work. 

Makiko Inaba, DP Coordinator 



ALL AMERICAS BBQ 

We are excited to announce that the BIS All Americas BBQ will take place on June 13th, 2024, from 17:00 to 
21:00. This event is a celebration for our wider community, featuring fun activities, live music, delicious food, 

ice cream, and fireworks! 

If you are interested in creating a display table or activities to celebrate the unique features of any country or 
culture from the Americas, please let me know as soon as possible. We will add your country or culture to the 
postcards for stamp collections that children will use as they move around the event. We encourage all families 
with connections to North, South, or Central America to volunteer and share their culture with the school 
community. 

If you would like to represent your country or culture at the All Americas BBQ, please email me 
at mosmonova@bis.kg, and we can arrange something together! 

  

mailto:mosmonova@bis.kg


  

On the overnight trip Kai and I had 
a lot of fun. Our favourite part was 
rafting. During rafting it was quite 
fun because we went on parts 
where our boat was jumping up 
and down. Then another part of the 
trip that we liked was melting 
marshmallows, and playing tag 

around the hotel.  

Overall we had lots of fun. 

Saamik and Kai 

Last Thursday and Friday, we had an overnight trip 
to the Ashu Guest House! We were sitting around 
the campfire and burned marshmallows. They 
were so tasty! Then we went to sleep with our 
roommates. What is funny is that two girls came 
into our room at 6:00 AM just to check our time 
on my watches near us. Our door was open 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴƛƎƘt and 
we were risk takers! Then these two girls woke us 
up. But still not counting that, the overnight trip 
was really fun! I recommend Grade 4 (that will be 

Grade 5 next year) to come on overnight trip next 
year! Good luck!  

Alice, Saina 

During our overnight trip on Thursday and Friday last 
week, we stopped at a place to do rafting. It was 
really fun, if not scary at first, when we figured out 
that the only thing keeping us from the fast running 
water was these plastic straps that we were 
instructed to put our feet into. The rafting lasted an 
hour and a half, and it was fun the whole time. When 
it was time to get off, we were all freezing cold and 

soaking wet. This was the best part of the trip. If you 
get the chance to do this, you should always.  

Sasha and Lemar 

When we went rafting, it was terrifying, but after 
a few minutes everyone started to have lots of 
fun. Even though it was lots of fun, everyone 
became cold. the people that didn't go rafting, 
went to collect rocks. The rocks were very 
beautiful, and we had lots of fun collecting them. 

At dinner we had plov which was super yummy, 
in the plov was rice and horse meat. We also had 
tea with sugar cubes, but some people had water 
with jam. We spoke about unintelligent things 
and some people stole sugar cubes for the night. 
In the morning when it was breakfast, there was 
salami and cheese. There were boiled eggs and 
pancakes which were amazing.  

It was a really fun trip. 

From Jasmine and Mia 

The overnight trip was 
really fun! The coolest 
and the best part was 
rafting! It was also so fun 
just splashing your friends 
in the pool. Overall the 

trip was fun and an 
amazing experience.  

Safia 

I enjoyed the overnight trip 
because I got to go swimming and 
there was a sauna! The rafting was 
scary at first, but now I want to go 

back!  

Alsou 

I really liked the rafting 
because I got to be with 
Lemar, and it was fast. 
My second favorite 
activity was swimming.  

Altai 



 

 

  

Throughout this semester, G4 
students have been learning to play 
the recorder. This instrument serves 
as an excellent foundation for 
transitioning to other wind 

instruments, such as the flute and 
saxophone, and also helps students 
develop their musical ear, 
coordination, and memory. 

At the recital, students performed 
short pieces, duets, and trios, 
showcasing their skills and progress. 
We wish all students to continue 
practising with the same enthusiasm 
and to reach new heights in their 
musical development.  

Ms. Munara, Music Teacher 

 

 

Seven talented students from grades 5 to 10 brought 

ά¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ tǊƛƴŎŜέ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ 
performance. As part of their drama ECA, the students 
not only acted but also took charge of directing and 
lighting. Amber (G6) and Miko (G10) skillfully directed 
the play, while Ayn (G6) managed the lighting and also 

played a role. The main character, the Little Prince, 
was portrayed by Yakub (G6), with Ameli (G6), Matilda 
(G8), and Zimo (G5) delivering strong supporting 
performances.  

The performance was met with great enthusiasm from 
the audience, who appreciated the hard work and 

dedication of the young actors. It was a memorable 
event that highlighted the creativity and talent within 
our school community. 

 



  

Grade 9 students recently 
enjoyed an exciting class trip to 
Issyk Kul, marking their last 
adventure together at the end of 
the school year. During this 
memorable excursion, they 

strengthened their friendships 
while enjoying the lake's natural 
beauty. The shared experiences 
and scenic surroundings made 
the trip memorable, fostering 
stronger connections among 
classmates. 



GRADE 10 STUDENTS COMPLETE IGCSE EXAMINATIONS 

Grade 10 students have spent the last 7 weeks 
shedding sweat and tears and cramping their 

hands taking their official examinations for the 
IGCSE Programme. These examinations are the 
fruits of their labours for two years, and can be 
intense. I am confident that all of the students are 
quite sick of hearing our instructions and the four 
walls of the third floor and the Creative Arts 
Centre! 

All members of the IGCSE Teaching team at BIS are 
extremely proud of the effort and resilience it takes to 

complete these exams; for many Grade 10s, it will be the 
longest examination period of their lives. And while the 
wait until August for results may seem long, all students can 
now rest, enjoy their summer, and reflect on their time in 
the IGCSE programme and what lies ahead, whether at BIS 
or beyond.  

Tom Clifton, IGCSE Coordinator  

 

BRINGING THE SILK ROAD TO LIFE 

In a vibrant educational project, students acted as tourist 

companies at the "International Silk Road" fair. They 
created captivating posters to attract tourists, highlighting 
Central Asia's rich history, diverse cultures, and 
breathtaking landscapes. From Samarkand and Merv to 
Tajikistan's mountains, Turkestan architecture, and Osh's 
bazaars, their posters showcased the allure of camel 
caravans, yurt stays, and the blend of East and West that 
characterized the ancient Silk Road. This hands-on project 
helped students learn about Central Asia's heritage while 
developing creative and persuasive communication skills, 
bringing the storied history of the Silk Road to life in the 
classroom. 

  



  



 

  

On Monday BIS bid farewell to 32 students and 19 staff members at our 

annual leavers assembly. Both staff and students had the opportunity 
to place a pin on the world map to represent their next destination, 
while also receiving a certificate as a Taigan Ambassador.  

We wish all of our leavers safe travels and we hope to meet you again. 

Once a Taigan, always a Taigan. 



CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE WINNERS 2023/24 

After counting points from all the challenges and competitions this year, we are happy to announce our Winning 
House for the 2023/24 academic year. This is an historic year, as it is the first time Snow Leopards have won!  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A huge well done to our award winners: 

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective): 

Platon, Zhan, Tenir (Grade 4), Ms Altynai, all Grade 0 Yellow, all Grade 0 Blue,  
all Grade 1 Yellow, all Grade 1 Blue, all Grade 2 Yellow, all Grade 2 Blue,  

all Grade 4 Blue, all Grade 5 Blue, Erik (Grade 8) 

 

KTI (Knowledgeable, Thinker, Inquirer): 

Kira (Preschool 1), Abbas (Grade 2), Toichuke (Grade 4), Marsel (Grade 4) 

 

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator):  

All Grade 4 Yellow, Uluk (Grade 5), all Grade 5 Yellow,  
Akniya, Aliya, Thomas (Grade 7), Dzhamilia, Bilim, Amira (Grade 7) 


