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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Welcome back to a new school year at BIS! The first day of school was filled with excitement as students
reconnected with friends and teachers. Classrooms buzzed with energy as everyone settled into their new
routines and explored new learning opportunities.

We're thrilled to embark on this new academic journey together and look forward to a year of growth, learning,
and unforgettable experiences.
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BIS Snapshot: Welcome Back to School
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FIRST WEEK OF GRADE 0

Welcome to the 2024-2025 school year. It is exciting to
introduce the students to Grade 0.

This week was a success as the students learnt classroom
and school procedures, as well as made an essential
agreement, which was discussed and agreed upon in
English and Russian. The children created a classroom
family, playing and collaborating together. Students also
expressed their feelings about the first week of school
through art activities, as well as practised fine motor
skills.
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As the week came to a close, the children went on an
extraterrestrial adventure, where they answered
guestions to introduce themselves, all through numbers.
Enjoyable, engaging activities with creative fun helped
ease the students into a new school year.




FIRST WEEK CF GRADE 0

Our Grade 0 students had an exciting start to their school journey on their first
day in the classroom! With bright smiles and eager eyes, they explored their
new learning environment, making new friends and getting to know their
teachers. Let’s celebrate the joy and wonder of their first steps into a world of
discovery and fun.




creating self-portrait.

During the first week of school, Grade 2 yellow had many fun e 1/
activities. To know each other's names students played bingo T
and missing letters games. To explore the outside area
students completed data gathering activity where they
counted benches, trees, people, tree houses on the
playground. At the end of the week, children worked on
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NEW FACES AT BIS: MR. KEVIN
Hi everyone!

My name's Kevin Snow, and I've just joined BIS as a teacher of

English Language and Literature at IGCSE and IB DP level. I've only
been here for a few weeks, but I've been made to feel right at home
by my new colleagues and students. I'm really enjoying life in
Bishkek so far - the watermelons here are the best I've ever tasted,
and | love waking up each morning to a view of the mountains.

I'm originally from Glasgow, Scotland, although I've lived abroad
for most of my adult life. | graduated from the University of
Glasgow with an undergraduate degree in Film and Television
Studies, and spent several years teaching English as a Foreign
Language in public and private schools in Russia and South Korea
before returning to Scotland to complete a PGDE in Secondary
English education at the University of Aberdeen.

In my spare time, | like reading, watching films (looking forward to
getting involved with BIS's Film Club ECA) and taking long,
meandering walks around the city. I'm also a big fan of Celtic F.C,,
although the distance means | haven't made it to too many games
in recent years!

Looking forward to meeting you all.

Mr. Kevin, IGCSE and DP English Language and Literature Teacher
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Diagnostic Tests 1n

Primary School \

Grade 0-5 students will have diagnostic Maths tests from 3rd to 6t
September and English tests from 16th to 20th September.

Students do not need specific preparation for these tests which are
designed to help teachers understand their students’ maths and
reading abilities so that education is adapted to help each student
achieve their potential. Our diagnostic maths tests are prepared and
checked by the Primary School Maths Leader, Ms Branka
bkovacevic@bis.kg, while English reading tests are managed by the
Primary School English Curriculum Leaders, Ms. Morgan
mchadderton@bis.kg and Ms. Rona rbutler@bis.kg. These tests will
happen three times during the school year: in September, December,
and April. We will also conduct science diagnostic tests in October
and May, organized by Ms. Genevieve gmaser@bis.kg.

Diagnostic test results will be used throughout the year to see how
well students are doing and to adjust teaching strategies when
needed. The test results and the progress made by the child will be
reflected in their semester reports, as a way to understand and
celebrate student progress.

Elina Ignatova, Primary School Assistant Principal
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AUDITIONS FOR THE 2024 BIS ANNIVERSARY SHOW

The fabulous Anniversary Show is having auditions soon so we can see what talented performers are here at BIS
and ready to have some crazy, wild fun in this show.

Our first set of auditions from Shrek starts next week (September 2 to 6). Please fill out the Google Form to
show your interest, be ready to sing a little bit, move a little bit, and read a little bit of the script.

NOTE: if you cannot make the date for your grade’s audition (as noted on the Google Form), don’t be a shy
Donkey! Please let the director know (Mr. Steve) and we, the Performing Arts department, will try to find you a
time. Just make sure you fill out the Google Form and submit it.

How many characters are needed? Lots! See the block text below for details.
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She s a princess. He's an ogre.
Their best friend is a talking donkey.

(It's not your typical love story.)

Based on the hit Broadway show, Shrek the Musical the JR version is a weird, happy, strange, funny, and very
crazy musical treat. We need singers who can act, actors who can sing, actors who can act, and even folks who
can move in time to music. Some roles are open casting (not tied to gender) and others need to be, but all roles
require time, commitment, dedication, and a sense of wonder from the performers.

Auditions: fill in the Google form to help us plan our auditions. Deadline forsubmitting the
form: Tuesday, September 3. Auditions will be from Wednesday, September 4 to Friday,
September 6. There will be extra audition times after the MYP Adventure Week, starting
September 16, including callbacks to get another look at what some of you can do.

Major singing and acting roles: Secondary singing and acting roles:

Shrek: male, proud to be an ogre Storytellers: they tell what’s happening

Fiona: female, princess with a problem Mama and Papa Ogre: loving but honest

Donkey: a mouth with legs and fur Young Fiona: Fiona as a child locked in a castle Teen
Lord Farquaad: male, vertically challenged Fiona: Fiona as a teen, still locked up Pinocchio: thinks

Dragon: dangerous but darling he’s a real boy

Gingy: big scene with Farquaad

Additional named roles who sing: Non-Singing, but definitely acting, roles:

Mama Bear, Ugly Duckling, Wicked Witch, The Three Little Shrek, Captain of the Guards,
Pigs, Knights, Chorus (Duloc Townsfolk, Other Forest Guards, Forest Trees and Bumblebees
Folk)

Mr. Steve, Anniversary Show Director
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FORWARD THINKING: UNIVERSITY AND CAREER EXPO IN ISTANBUL — FOR HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS

We have a great opportunity for our High School students to explore future path options abroad. Please:
1. read information below carefully and sign up via the online form by 09:00 Monday, 2 September 2024;
AND

2. bring a permission slip (the second page of this document) by 16:30 Monday, 2 September 2024.

The estimated cost for a student to cover flight and accommodation would be around $700, + spending money.
Registration, meals, and transportation in Istanbul is free for all CEESA schools. To review the program and for
more details, please visit the Forward Thinking University & Career Expo Website.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms Lané Spies and Ms Valeria Totolina at ucc@bis.kg directly.

We are pleased to invite you to the first invitational CEESA University and Career Expo, to be held at the Istanbul
International Community School in Turkey on October 4 and 5, 2024.
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Forward Thinking - University & Career Expo

This event aims to connect university representatives, industry professionals, high school students, college
counselors, and international educators through informative workshops, Q&A sessions, networking events, an
Expo of careers and universities, and a visit to one of the largest university Fairs in the region, the Istanbul
Educational Day sponsored by CIS.

The Expo is sponsored by CEESA and IICS in collaboration with CIS and it will be divided into five main events:

1. Workshop sessions to learn about admission processes, prospective careers, university applications, college
counseling, alumni advice, interview tips, etc.

2. Meet and Greet sessions with universities, industry professionals, and organizations that support varied post-
secondary pathways.

3. A Pre-Freshers Festival to network with other students who are going through the same process in their final
years at school.

4. A Byzantem Challenge at Istanbul's Sultanahmet District where our guests will go through a series of team
challenges while visiting the most important cultural and historical sites

5. A visit to the CIS Educational Day in Downtown Istanbul
Thank you and best wishes for the great year ahead!

Ms. Makiko, IGCSE & DP Coordinator
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You are invited!

SATURDAY, 28TH OF SEPTEMBER, 2024
10.00 AMTO 15.00 PM
BISHKEK INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
67A BRONIROVANNAYA ST.




LUNCH MENU

The lunch menu for September 2" — 6t is Menu B.

You can view the School menu on our school website. Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting
this menu to avoid any foods your child cannot eat, according to the information provided to us by you.

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2024/25 Calendar is here

2-14 September: Grades 6-12 Overnight Trips & MYP Adventure
13 September, Friday: All Parents Meeting — Parents Association
26 September — 4 October: PYP ‘Bring your Parents to School’ days
28 September, Saturday: Asia Day Festival

1 October, Tuesday: Sports Day in Spartak Stadium: Grade 4 to 12
17 October, Thursday: Individual Parents-Teacher Meetings

18 October, Friday: UN Day at BIS

21-25 October: Autumn/Fall Break

KEEP IN TOUCH

If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your child’s Homeroom
or Form Teacher and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can
be sent in English or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the
person you want to write to, please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right
person. Homeroom and Form Teachers for 2024/25 are given below:

Position

BIS Reception

Name

Albina / Meerim / Medina

Contact

info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406

School Bus enquiries

Burmakan Birnazarova

bus@bis.kg

ECA (extra-curricular activities)
enquiries

Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova

eca@bis.kg

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy
Admin

Esentur Dildebekov

edildebekov@bis.kg

Admissions Officers

Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova

admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg
Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg

Head of School

David Grant

dgrant@bis.kg

Head of Administration

Mirzat Osmonova

mosmonova@ bis.kg

High School Assistant Principal

Nurbek Chagataev

nchagataev@bis.kg

Middle School Assistant Principal

Gulbara Akunova

gakunova@bis.kg

Primary School Assistant Principal

Elina Ignatova

eignatova@bis.kg

IGCSE & DP Coordinator

Makiko Inaba

minaba@bis.kg

MYP Coordinator

Nadine Lemoine

nlemoine@bis.kg

PYP Coordinator

Maria Corbett

mcorbett@bis.kg

National Curriculum Coordinator

Chynara Abdyraeva

cabdyraeva@bis.kg

Learning Diversity, Inclusion and
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator

Kyzjibek Tekenova

ktekenova@bis.kg

Chair of the Governing Board (GB)  Fred Huston gbchair@bis.kg
Governing Board Secretary Alina Seitalieva gbsec@bis.kg
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Parents Association President JJ Gurga papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg
Parents Association Secretary Secretary pasec@bis.kg

Homeroom/Form Classes

Preschool 1 Guldana Muratalieva & Laura Meliou gmuratalieva@bis.kg; Imeloliu@bis.kg
Preschool 2 Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Kudrat ~ bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg;
Preschool 3 Niyazov & Nurzat Osmonova kniiazov@bis.kg; nosmonova@bis.kg
Grade 0 Blue Paul Fahidi & Nargiza Zhusupova pfahidi@bis.kg; nzhusupova@bis.kg
Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Karina Bolotkanova plin@bis.kg; kbolotkanova@bis.kg
Grade 1 Blue Nelia Mwanza & Begaiym Djumaeva nmwanza@ bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg
Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg
Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Kanykei Tursunalieva  mchadderton@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg
Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg
Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Deniz Karybaeva msaber@bis.kg; dkarybaeva@bis.kg

Grade 3 Yellow

Genevieve Maser & Tilekbek Niazaliev

gmaser@bis.kg; tniiazaliev@bis.kg

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Gulmira Sabyrbekova sking@bis.kg; mtashtanova@bis.kg
Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg
Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai llebaeva rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg
Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg
Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg
Grade 7 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg
Grade 8 Steve Wagenseller & Ann Smirnova swagenseller@bis.kg; asmirnova@bis.kg
Grade 9 Lane Spies & Stephen Labanowich Ispies@bis.kg; slabanowich@bis.kg
Grade 10 Aigul Sakieva & Aleksander Sheyerman asakieva@bis.kg; asheyerman@bis.kg
Grade 11 Jan Scott & Nazira Abakirova iscott@bis.kg; nabakirova@bis.kg
Grade 12 Andrew Wheeler & Claire Berger awheeler@bis.kg; cberger@bis.kg
WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM

Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow.
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FIND US ON THE WEB

NEWS

www.bailanysh.com

Connecting the BIS Community

@ BIS website - www.bis.kg

BIS Instagram - @bis.kg _ BIS Alumni Association - @bis _alumni

i

Act for Community - @actcom.bis

BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz

Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127
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Preschool Newsletter No: 2 / 2023-24

PRESCHOOL 1

The first week of Preschool 1 might be tricky, and it
can be hard for the children to say goodbye to their
parents in the morning. However, our little learners
are doing a great job and showing significant progress
during this adaptation period. We are learning the
school rules, getting to know each other, and
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Preschool

30t August 2023

establishing a daily routine. We are very proud of our
brave students.

Thank you to the parents for your trust, help, and
support.

Ms. Guldana, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher



PRESCHOOL 2

The first week of school flew by quickly and was filled
with new experiences. We were excited to welcome
back both old and new friends to our preschool class.
We've made many new friendships as we get to know
each other and prepare for an exciting school year
ahead.

During these first few days, we talked about coming
back to school, discussed our daily routines, and went
over our classroom agreements. At circle time, we
sang the "Who Took the Cookie?" song, which helped
us learn each other's names.

We also did activities all about "Me." The children
worked on a special craft where they chose dresses
they liked and put them on little people they crafted
to represent themselves. We also made handprints in
dough and painted with our favorite colors. We had so
much fun with these and many other enjoyable
activities.

Next week, we will begin our first unit of inquiry, "Who
We Are."

Ms. Nuraida, Preschool 2 Homeroom Teacher
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PRESCHOOL 3

The first week of the academic year was full of joy and
discoveries. As the little ones explored their new
surroundings, they embraced the opportunity to forge
new friendships and revisit old ones.

We warmly welcomed both fresh faces and familiar
smiles, setting the stage for a year of growth and
learning. From mastering the classroom rules to
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frolicking in the playground, every moment was filled
with laughter and excitement.

With budding friendships already blooming, the
children are on the path to a year filled with shard
adventures and achievements.

Ms. Bivo, Preschool 3 Homeroom Teacher




