
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL AND PRIMARY SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS DAY  

Last Friday, February 7th, we had our Preschool and Primary School Winter Sports Day – a day filled with 
excitement and fun! Primary students from Grade 2 to Grade 5 spent the entire day in the mountains, skiing, 
snowboarding, and sledding. Meanwhile, students from Preschool 2 to Grade 1 embarked on a nature 

adventure to Ala-Archa National Park. This wonderful outdoor experience allowed them to connect with nature 
and create lasting memories. Meanwhile, our adorable Preschool 1 students had a fantastic time at their very 
own party at Asia Mall’s playground, diving into a sea of colorful balls and engaging in a variety of fun and 
interactive games. 

It was truly heartwarming to see our students of all ages embracing the magic of winter in their own special 
ways. A huge thank you to everyone who helped make this day such a success! 
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BIS Snapshot: Preschool and Primary School Winter Sports Day 



  

With ancient roots that have evolved continuously 
over centuries, Grade 0 Blue had a perfect match to 

link the current Unit of Inquiry, “Where we are in place 
and time,” with our Kyrgyz lessons. Painting and 
cutting, the class collectively created its own work of 
art to hang on the classroom wall. 

Inspired by Kyrgyz carpet art and a visit to the National 
Historical Museum in January, the students together 
created a paper shyrdak. And as with the creation of 

these felt wonders, the children worked as a group. They 
made a piece each. The mosaic was put together to make 
the students’ own colourful version of this art form. They 
learned how labour intensive the creation of these carpets 
have always been, as well as how they have served as 
furniture and decoration.  

With their interest ignited by a visit to the museum and 
guided by Ms. Nargiza, students stimulated their own 
creative and critical thinking to connect, understand and  

explore innovative thoughts to an authentic learning 
experience.  

Having admired the art form in the museum, the 
children can now return to their own interpretation of 
the shyrdak again and again. The students are able to 
feel empowered and confident from an experience 

that is real.  

Mr. Paul, Grade 0 Blue Homeroom Teacher  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

A huge well done to our award winners: 

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective): 

Adam (Grade 3), Aliana (Grade 3), Zahra (Grade 3), Marua (Grade 4), David (Grade 12) 

 

KTI (Knowledgeable, Thinker, Inquirer): 

Stanislava (Grade 3), Adel (Grade 3), Nil Mira (Grade 5), Lorenzo (Grade 5), Shuyang (Grade 5) 

 

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator): 

Aerin (Grade 3) 

 

Resilient: The path may be difficult, but I will succeed 

Luka (Grade 3), Elisha (Grade 3), Aisha (Grade 4), Alan (Grade 4), Aiden (Grade 11) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHECK OUT THE AMAZING POETRY WRITTEN BY OUR GRADE 7 STUDENTS 

In this activity, Grade 8 students explore the 
fascinating properties of magnets by 
creating their own. They experiment with 

magnetization – turning everyday objects 
like nails into magnets – and demagne-
tization, learning how to remove magnetic 
properties. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bCgKYfwyJ9JSsxQHsnvckyNyBjYCYncY/view?usp=sharing


INTERSCHOOL CHESS TOURNAMENT  

On February 8, 29 teams from different 
schools participated in an exciting Chess 

Tournament, showcasing their strategic 
skills and dedication to the game. Among 
the competing teams, 8 schools 
represented the Chui region, 1 school came 
from Issyk-Kul, along with 6 public schools, 
2 teams with disabilities, and 12 private 
schools—including our very own BIS team. 

Tournament Highlights: 

¶ Public School #70 – 1st Place 

¶ Epsilon – 2nd Place 

¶ Intellect Pro – 3rd Place 

¶ Kara-Balta – Best Team from the Region 

The BIS Chess Team gave their best 
performance, with Nurislam, Daira, Aman, 
Seytek, Alan Ch., and Roy demonstrating 
strong strategic thinking and perseverance against tough competition. Their dedication and effort were truly 
commendable!  

We are proud of our students for their hard work and commitment to chess. Congratulations to all the 
participants, and we look forward to even greater achievements in future tournaments!  

Ms. Janyl, Chess Tournament Organizer 

 

MOBILE DEVICES - TO BAN OR NOT TO BAN? 

Sixty one parents, forty eight students, and twenty three staff answered the mobile phone survey. Far from a 
full response, but the first rule in achieving your goals is to turn up! 

Taking all responses together: 

¶ 62% support a phone ban for all students up to Grade 8 

¶ 45% support a phone ban for all students up to Grade 10 

¶ 37% support a phone ban for all students up to Grade 12 

Based on this, we are likely to ban mobile phones and smart watches at BIS for 2025/26, at least up to grade 8, 

and most likely up to grade 10.  

 

We will be sending out a new survey in March. If you want to be heard, answer the survey! 

David Grant, Head of School 



 
  



 
  



OUR CURRICULUM  

The curriculum for each level of the school are available online for you to review. Please check the curriculum and let us 

know if you have any questions.  

Preschool to G5 PYP Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Maria Corbett, PYP Coordinator, mcorbett@bis.kg 

Grade 6-8 MYP Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Nadine Lemoine, MYP Coordinator, nlemoine@bis.kg 

Grade 9-10 IGCSE Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Makiko Inaba, IGCSE Coordinator, minaba@bi.kg 

Grade 11-12 DP Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Makiko Inaba, DP Coordinator, minaba@bis.kg 

 

NEW SCHOOL MENU 
The lunch menu for February 17-21 is Menu B. Our updated school menu (including vegetarian option) approved by the 

Nutrition committee is available on our school website. Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this 

menu to avoid any foods your child cannot eat, according to the information provided to us by you.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2024/25 Calendar is here 
● 19-22 February: CAFA Basketball, Astana 

● 20 February, Thursday: Languages in Our Lives Day  

● 23 February, Sunday: Homeland Defender’s Day  

● 27 February, Thursday: STEM Fair 

● 8 March, Saturday: International Women’s Day  

● 12 March, Wednesday: Grade 12 CAS / Grade 11 TOK Exhibition  

● 15 March, Saturday: BISMUN – Model United Nations  

● 17‐21 March: Spring Break  

● 21 March, Friday: Nooruz  

● 27 March, Thursday: Nooruz Celebration at BIS 

 
KEEP IN TOUCH  
If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your child’s Homeroom or Form 

Teacher and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English 

or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to, 

please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right person. Homeroom and Form Teachers 

for 2024/25 are given below:  

Position Name Contact 

BIS Reception Albina / Meerim / Zhanara  info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406 

School Bus enquiries Burmakan Birnazarova bus@bis.kg  

ECA (extra-curricular activities)  Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova eca@bis.kg 

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy Admin Esentur Dildebekov edildebekov@bis.kg  

Admissions Officers Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200 

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg 

Head of School David Grant dgrant@bis.kg 

Head of Administration Mirzat Osmonova mosmonova@bis.kg 

High School Assistant Principal Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Middle School Assistant Principal Gulbara Akunova  gakunova@bis.kg  

Primary School Assistant Principal Elina Ignatova eignatova@bis.kg  

IGCSE & DP Coordinator Makiko Inaba minaba@bis.kg  

MYP Coordinator Nadine Lemoine nlemoine@bis.kg  

PYP Coordinator Maria Corbett  mcorbett@bis.kg  

National Curriculum Coordinator Chynara Abdyraeva cabdyraeva@bis.kg  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12fUM6KDuNAVZz67diIH1gCNxrGhF4nlcIaHw4wldicc/edit
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mailto:gakunova@bis.kg
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Learning Diversity, Inclusion and 
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator 

Kyzjibek Tekenova ktekenova@bis.kg  

Chair of the Governing Board (GB) Fred Huston gbchair@bis.kg  

Governing Board Secretary  Alina Seitalieva  gbsec@bis.kg  

Parents Association President JJ Gurga papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg 

Parents Association Secretary Alina Seitalieva pasec@bis.kg 

Homeroom/Form Classes 

Preschool 1  Laura Meliou & Aizhan Zhamanakova lmeloliu@bis.kg; azhamanakova@bis.kg  

Preschool 2  Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg 

Preschool 3 
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Nurzat 
Osmonova 

bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg; 
nosmonova@bis.kg 

Grade 0 Blue Paul Fahidi & Nargiza Zhusupova pfahidi@bis.kg; nzhusupova@bis.kg  

Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Karina Bolotkanova plin@bis.kg; kbolotkanova@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Blue  Nelia Mwanza & Begaiym Djumaeva nmwanza@bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Kanykei Tursunalieva mchadderton@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg   

Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Deniz Karybaeva msaber@bis.kg; dkarybaeva@bis.kg  

Grade 3 Yellow Genevieve Maser & Altynai Kalieva gmaser@bis.kg; alkalieva@bis.kg  

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Gulmira Sabyrbekova dbilog@bis.kg; gsabyrbekova@bis.kg 

Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg  

Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai Ilebaeva rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg 

Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg 

Grade 7 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg 

Grade 8 Steve Wagenseller & Ann Smirnova swagenseller@bis.kg; asmirnova@bis.kg 

Grade 9 Lane Spies & Stephen Labanowich lspies@bis.kg; slabanowich@bis.kg 

Grade 10 Aigul Sakieva & Aleksander Sheyerman  asakieva@bis.kg; asheyerman@bis.kg  

Grade 11 Jan Scott & Nazira Abakirova jscott@bis.kg; nabakirova@bis.kg 

Grade 12 Andrew Wheeler & Claire Berger awheeler@bis.kg; cberger@bis.kg 
 

WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM 
Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast 
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English 
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow. 
 

BIS news (Eng) OR BIS новости (Рус)   BIS news (Eng) OR BIS новости (Рус) 

 
 
FIND US ON THE WEB  

BIS website - www.bis.kg www.bailanysh.com 

BIS Instagram - @bis.kg  BIS Alumni Association - @bis_alumni 

BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz Act for Community - @actcom.bis 

Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127  
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PRESCHOOL 1  

This week, our preschool kids had a fun and exciting 
start to school! On the first day, we had a regular 
medical checkup with Ms. Zhypara. The kids lined up 
so nicely. After that, during circle time, we sang a 
community song and picked a picture of a community 

helper. Each kid said the name of their helper and 
stuck the picture on the wall. This helped us 
remember what we learned. On Tuesday, the kids had 
so much fun playing a ball game! They threw balls at a 
taped hula hoop and counted how many stuck to it. 

There were also many fun Montessori activities! The 
children made bracelets with colorful macaroni, 
played with kinetic sand, and made beautiful 
necklaces with beads. Everyone enjoyed these 
activities a lot! 

For Valentine’s Day, we made beautiful heart-shaped 
cards. The kids decorated them with sparkling 
decorations to give to their moms and dads. 

A Special Guest on Friday! 

On Friday, we had a visitor – Mr. Chyntemir, our school 

community helper! He showed us how to make a 
chair. It was so interesting! We listened carefully as he 
explained the tools he used and how he built the chair. 
After he finished, our class bunny tested the chair first, 

then Yuuri and Nala tried it too! We also took a special 
photo to remember this moment. 

Thank you, Mr. Chyntemir, for your amazing master 
class! We will keep your chair in our classroom.  

Ms. Laura, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher 
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PRESCHOOL 2

This week in Preschool 2, we concluded our unit 
"Where We Are in Place and Time", where we 

explored how we grow and the different needs we 
have as we change. We ended with the most 
important one—Love—because feeling loved and 
cared for helps us grow with confidence, feel safe, and 
become strong both inside and out. 

We talked about how love means being kind and 
caring to ourselves and others. To show love, we need 

to be kind by sharing, helping, and using kind words 
every day. 

Throughout the week, we engaged in many activities 
to practice love and kindness. We read books about 
kindness, worked together, and supported each other 
in our classroom. To celebrate the end of our unit, we 
made heart-shaped cookies, a sweet reminder that 
love is all around us! 

It was a meaningful and joyful week filled with love, 
learning, and friendship.  

Ms. Nuraida, Preschool 2 Homeroom Teacher

  



PRESCHOOL 3

This week in Preschool 3, we wrapped up our unit 
"Where We Are in Place and Time" with the central 

idea: "We move from one place to another for 
different reasons." It was an exciting week as we 
recapped all our learning from this unit! 

We explored why people travel and discussed 
important safety rules when using different modes of 
transportation. One of the highlights of our week was 
the Red Light, Green Light outdoor game, where 
children had so much fun practicing listening and 
movement skills. Another memorable activity was 
when each child brought pictures of themselves using 
different types of transport—planes, boats, cars, 

trains, and even horses! They proudly shared stories 
about where they were going in each photo, making 
for a wonderful storytelling session. 

In Math, we practiced counting from 0-16 and learned 
about positional language using 3D shapes. The 

children also enjoyed a hands-on activity where they 
created 3D cubes and cuboids using classroom 

resources. 

For Language/Phonics, we explored the letter "H", 
learned its sound, and practiced writing it. To make it 
even more fun, we cut out the letter "H" and turned 
it into horses! The children loved using their creativity 
to decorate their horses while reinforcing their letter 
recognition skills. We also discovered many words 
that start with "H" like horse, helicopter, house, hair, 
hay, and hippo. 

It has been a fantastic week filled with learning, fun, 
and happiness. We are so proud of how engaged and 

curious our little learners are! Thank you for your 
support, and we look forward to another wonderful 
week ahead. 

Ms. Bivo, Preschool 3 Homeroom Teacher

 


