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LANGUAGES IN OUR LIFE CELEBRATION

On Thursday, our school was filled with energy and excitement as we celebrated Languages in Our Lives! From
the start of the day, students wrote words in their mother tongue at the cafeteria, sparking conversations about
the many languages spoken in our community.

Teachers and High School students joined in by sharing their languages with PYP students—teaching them new
words, reading stories, or even singing songs together. MYP students had fun swapping languages in their
lessons, sharing songs, poems, and presentations, while PYP and Preschool students eagerly ran around the
school for a scavenger hunt, searching for “HELLO” words from different countries.

One of the biggest highlights was the cookie stations, where students and teachers had to speak a new language
to earn a treat—there were lots of laughs and brave attempts at unfamiliar words! It was amazing to see
everyone stepping out of their comfort zones, embracing new languages, and celebrating the diversity that
makes our school so special. What a fantastic day of connection and learning. Thank you!

Ms. Marta, Head of Language Acquisition

TR ke



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://twitter.com/biskg_
https://twitter.com/biskg_
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School

EXPLORING HOMES AROUND THE WORLD
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Hey BIS Community,

The Primary Student Council held lovely Valentine's
activities to primary students to enjoy and celebrate this
occasion. The goal of this event was to increase students’
participation, promote a culture of kindness and
encourage students to express love, respect and
empathy. All students demonstrated active engagement
and we hope for you to continue this.

Ruhaan and Niel, Primary StudCo representatives
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CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS

A huge well done to our award winners:

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective):
Elena (Preschool 3), Zere (Grade 0), Terutake (Grade 1), Akmal (Grade 1)

KTl (Knowledgeable, Thinker, Inquirer):
Simeon (Preschool 3), Ryan (Preschool 3), Bulat (Grade 0), Yangming (Grade 1)

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator):
Adam (Preschool 3), MYP StudCo

GRADE 6 EXPLORES THE SCIENCE
I OF CRYSTAL MAKING!
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NEW FACES AT BIS: MS. MALIKA

Hello BIS community! My name is Malika Ismailova, and | am the Grade 2
Green homeroom teacher. | am super excited to contribute to this wonderful
school and do my part in helping to encourage and develop young learners.

| was born in Kyrgyzstan, but grew up most of my life in Canberra, Australia
which | consider my home. Canberra is known as the Bush Capital because
of the abundance of natural spaces which means that on most mornings, you
can find kangaroos eating the grass in front of Parliament House. Canberra
also has gorgeous sunsets which slightly makes up for the fact that we do
not have any beaches.

Thanks to my mother, who nurtured a love of travel and learning about
different cultures, | have been fortunate to experience life abroad during
school exchanges in France and then South Korea. This eventually led me to
pursue an education in Global Studies, through which | gained a deeper
understanding and appreciation for the diversity in our world and the forces ~
that keep us all connected and apart. Inspired by my work as an educator of 5 years, | then pursued a Graduate
Certificate in TESOL and Foreign Language Teaching in order to cultivate and
nurture children’s development.

! When deciding where | can best apply my knowledge and skills, | decided to come
to Kyrgyzstan. | see my time here as an opportunity for growth as an educator,
connection to my culture and family history, and to share my experiences with a
community dedicated to the development of future generations.

All throughout my life | have loved playing sports, and in the past few years took
| aninterest in volleyball. My other hobbies include reading books, taking pictures
of my cat Fiona, spending time in nature, travelling, and writing terrible poetry.

% Thank you to everyone at BIS for being such a welcoming community. | am
enjoying my time here immensely and am excited for all the future adventures.

Ms. Malika, Grade 2 Green Homeroom Teacher


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RZ_GARnyJm5kchesKqBX7k_6aj4Nn2ZL/view?usp=sharing

o STEM FAIR
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STEM fair is an opportunity to practise and celebrate
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math in our lives.
Students are conducting experiments this month, and will
present their findings on Thursday 27th February.

YOU are invited to join the adventure and ask good
questions to our budding scientists:

Grades 0, 1, and 2 from 10.30 to 11.15 in the Big Hall on
the 3rd Floor.

Grades 3, 4 and 5 from 11.20 to 12.00 in the Big Hall.

Grades 6, 7 and 8 opens at 13:00 for students, and
from 14:30 to 15:15 for parents, in the Big Hall.

Preschool from 15:00 to 15:30 in the Preschool Hall.

Please join us in exploring the wonderful
world of science!

O— BIS Science Team




OUR CURRICULUM

The curriculum for each level of the school are available online for you to review. Please check the curriculum and let us
know if you have any questions.

Preschool to G5 PYP Curriculum 24/25 — any questions, email Maria Corbett, PYP Coordinator, mcorbett@bis.kg

Grade 6-8 MYP Curriculum 24/25 — any questions, email Nadine Lemoine, MYP Coordinator, nlemoine@bis.kg
Grade 9-10 IGCSE Curriculum 24/25 — any questions, email Makiko Inaba, IGCSE Coordinator, minaba@bi.kg
Grade 11-12 DP Curriculum 24/25 — any questions, email Makiko Inaba, DP Coordinator, minaba@bis.kg

NEW SCHOOL MENU

The lunch menu for February 24-28 is Menu C. Our updated school menu (including vegetarian option) approved by the
Nutrition committee is available on our school website. Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this
menu to avoid any foods your child cannot eat, according to the information provided to us by you.

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2024/25 Calendar is here
e 27 February, Thursday: STEM Fair
8 March, Saturday: International Women'’s Day
12 March, Wednesday: Grade 12 CAS / Grade 11 TOK Exhibition
15 March, Saturday: BISMUN — Model United Nations
17-21 March: Spring Break
21 March, Friday: Nooruz
27 March, Thursday: Nooruz Celebration at BIS
31 March, Monday: Orozo Ait — public holiday
7 April, Friday: Revolution Day
15 April, Tuesday: MYP Community Project Presentations

KEEP IN TOUCH

If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your child’s Homeroom or Form
Teacher and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English
or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to,
please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right person. Homeroom and Form Teachers
for 2024/25 are given below:

Position Name Contact

BIS Reception Albina / Meerim / Zhanara info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406
School Bus enquiries Burmakan Birnazarova bus@bis.kg

ECA (extra-curricular activities) Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova eca@bis.kg

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy Admin

Esentur Dildebekov

edildebekov@bis.kg

Admissions Officers

Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova

admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg
Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg

Head of School

David Grant

dgrant@bis.kg

Head of Administration

Mirzat Osmonova

mosmonova@bis.kg

High School Assistant Principal

Nurbek Chagataev

nchagataev@bis.kg

Middle School Assistant Principal

Gulbara Akunova

gakunova@bis.kg

Primary School Assistant Principal

Elina Ignatova

eignatova@bis.kg

IGCSE & DP Coordinator

Makiko Inaba

minaba@bis.kg

MYP Coordinator

Nadine Lemoine

nlemoine@bis.kg

PYP Coordinator

Maria Corbett

mcorbett@bis.kg

National Curriculum Coordinator

Chynara Abdyraeva

cabdyraeva@bis.kg
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Learning Diversity, Inclusion and
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator

Kyzjibek Tekenova

ktekenova@bis.kg

Chair of the Governing Board (GB)  Fred Huston gbhchair@bis.kg

Governing Board Secretary Alina Seitalieva ghsec@bis.kg

Parents Association President JJ Gurga papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg
Parents Association Secretary Alina Seitalieva pasec@bis.kg

Homeroom/Form Classes

Preschool 1 Laura Meliou & Aizhan Zhamanakova Imeloliu@bis.kg; azhamanakova@bis.kg

Preschool 2 Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Nurzat  bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg;

Preschool 3 Osmonova nosmonova@bis.kg

Grade 0 Blue Paul Fahidi & Nargiza Zhusupova pfahidi@bis.kg; nzhusupova@bis.kg

Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Karina Bolotkanova plin@bis.kg; kbolotkanova@bis.kg

Grade 1 Blue Nelia Mwanza & Begaiym Djumaeva nmwanza@bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg

Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg

Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Kanykei Tursunalieva  mchadderton@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg

Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg

Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Deniz Karybaeva msaber@bis.kg; dkarybaeva@bis.kg

Grade 3 Yellow Genevieve Maser & Altynai Kalieva gmaser@bis.kg; alkalieva@bis.kg

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Gulmira Sabyrbekova dbilog@bis.kg; gsabyrbekova@bis.kg

Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg

Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai llebaeva rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg

Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg

Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg

Grade 7 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg

Grade 8 Steve Wagenseller & Ann Smirnova swagenseller@bis.kg; asmirnova@bis.kg

Grade 9 Lane Spies & Stephen Labanowich Ispies@bis.kg; slabanowich@bis.kg

Grade 10 Aigul Sakieva & Aleksander Sheyerman asakieva@bis.kg; asheyerman@bis.kg

Grade 11 Jan Scott & Nazira Abakirova jscott@bis.kg; nabakirova@bis.kg

Grade 12 Andrew Wheeler & Claire Berger awheeler@bis.kg; cberger@bis.kg

WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM

Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow.

o BIS news (Eng) OR BIS HoBocTu (Pyc)

FIND US ON THE WEB

Connecting the BIS Community

@ BIS website - www.bis.kg

1
BIS Instagram - @bis.kg

BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz

Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127

@ BIS news (Eng) OR BIS HoBocTu (Pyc)

NEWS

www.bailanysh.com

@, BIS Alumni Association - @bis alumni

Act for Community - @actcom.bis
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Preschool Newsletter No: 23 / 2024-25

PRESCHOOL 1

This week Preschool 1 started a new topic called
‘Sharing the Planet’. In this topic, we are learning all
about humans and animals. On Monday, the children
looked at pictures of different animals. They also
touched real fur and leather to feel the textures. After
that, we sang the song ‘Old MacDonald Had a Farm’.
The kids had so much fun singing along!

On Tuesday, we played a fun guessing game. The
children listened to animal sounds on the phone and
tried to guess which animal was making the sound.
And you know what? Kids were really good at
guessing!

But that’s not all! Preschool 1 also made a colorful
poster. Each child created handprint paintings using
both hands — one side as a human shape and the
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other as an animal, like a bird. Everyone loved painting
their palms with bright gouache colors.
During math lesson, we focused on the number three.
The kids decorated the number three using green and
orange stickers — a fun and creative way to practice
numbers!
In P.E. class, since it’s the start of a new topic, we
played a turtle game. The children crawled on the floor
like turtles, with small yoga bricks on their backs. Altay
really loved this game — maybe more than anyone
else!
And on February 20th, we celebrated Language Day
with Ms. Gulgaky and our friends from Preschool 2.
We sang Kyrgyz songs together, and at the end of the
celebration, all the kids enjoyed some tasty cookies.
It was such an exciting week!

Ms. Laura, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher
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PRESCHOOL 2

This week, we started our new unit, "Sharing the
Planet," with the central idea: Humans and animals
share the planet.

In our first week of this inquiry, we thought and talked
about pets. We found out that some of our little
friends have pets at home! We also learned that pets
are our friends and part of our family. We take care of
them by giving them food, water, and shelter, keeping
them clean, walking them, and playing with them.

Our little friends enjoyed pretending to be
veterinarians in our pretend veterinary clinic, where
they took care of toy pets!

In math, we practiced patterns using pets like parrots,
dogs, fish, and cats. The children had fun recognizing
and continuing pet patterns during our activities!

In phonics, we learned the letter sound "a" and found
words like apple, ant, and alligator that begin with this
sound—just like our friend Ashley’s name!

In art, we created adorable cat crafts using different
materials. Our little friends enjoyed drawing, cutting,
and gluing to bring their cute cats to life!

It was a fun week full of learning and creativity!

Ms. Nuraida, Preschool 2 Homeroom Teacher



PRESCHOOL 3

What an exciting week we’ve had in preschool! We
kicked off our fifth unit, “Sharing the Planet,”
exploring how we reduce, reuse, and recycle to take
care of our world. Our focus this week was keeping
our surroundings clean.

We discussed the importance of cleanliness and
introduced tools like brooms, bins, and garbage bags.
The children enjoyed hands-on activities such as the
“Sorting Toys Game,” where they organized
classroom toys into labeled containers and learned to
clean up after themselves. Some even took on the
challenge of using a broom and dustpan—showing
wonderful responsibility!

In Phonics, we learned the letter “b” sound,
discovering words like bird, bed, book, bear, balloon,
and bus. A highlight of the week was our “Scavenger
Hunt Game,” where children eagerly searched for
pictures of objects that begin with the “b” sound.

In Math, while practicing counting from 0-17, we
explored sizes—small, medium, and big. During our
“Three Bears Cottage” play, children matched bear
figurines to correctly sized chairs, making learning
interactive and fun! We also had an exciting outdoor
game called “Mingle,” where different-sized rings
were placed on the ground. As music played, the
children walked around the rings, and when the music
stopped, they had to find and stand inside the correct-
sized ring that was called out. It was a fantastic way to
reinforce size concepts while being active and
engaged!
To wrap up the week, we celebrated Languages in Our
Lives with an exciting scavenger hunt, searching for
hidden words that said "hello" in different languages
around our preschool.
It was truly a fantastic week filled with fun, learning,
and meaningful experiences.

Ms. Bivo, Preschool 3 Homeroom Teacher




