
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CABC 2025 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

From February 20-22, our basketball teams participated in the CABC (Central Asia Basketball Classic) 
Tournament in Astana, competing against top schools from Central Asia. It was a valuable experience for all 
players, providing opportunities to develop their skills and teamwork. 

The Under-19 Boys and Girls teams faced tough 
competition, especially with key players unable to 
play due to injuries. Despite these challenges, both 
teams remained competitive and put in strong 

performances. The U19 Girls secured the school’s 
first victory of the tournament—well done to 
them! 

The Under-15 teams played against older and more 
experienced opponents, making it a challenging  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

but beneficial experience. With many younger players 
stepping into bigger roles, the tournament served as an 
opportunity for growth. 

Overall, it was a great learning experience for all 
involved, and we appreciate the hard work and 
dedication of our teams. 

Mr. Zeljko, Athletics Director  
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Grade 0 Blue’s conclusion of the Unit of Inquiry, “Where we are in place and time,” met for a rendezvous with 

Languages in Our Life Day. The students, having already gained an understanding of how people’s lives have changed 
over time, developed this further by going back thousands of years. We learned about the ancient Egyptians, such as 
their form of picture writing – hieroglyphics, and their use of papyrus, a paper-like writing material. The students 
deciphered their names in hieroglyphics using an alphabet chart translator. Each picture or symbol on the chart 
represented a letter of the English alphabet. The children drew their names in this ancient writing system, and we 
placed the paper in coffee to give it an old and worn appearance. This helped the students to think about how to spell 
words, by having to think about how to create them using each individual picture. 

Then, on Languages in Our Life day, we gave the students a language taster lesson in Japanese. Included in this was 
the excitement of students seeing their names in katakana, one of three writing components used in the language. 
They traced their names and we used glitter to give it a neon bling. By the end of the week, Grade 0 Blue students had 
experienced their own names in diverse and multifaceted ways, developing critical thinking skills, as well as fostering 
a sense of global awareness. 

Mr. Paul, Grade 0 Blue Homeroom Teacher  

 



  

On February 27th, our primary school students 
participated in the STEM Fair, showcasing their 
knowledge  in Science,   Technology,  Engineering,  and  

Mathematics. During the fair, students confidently 
presented their findings to fellow PYP grades, 
engaging in discussions and hands-on demonstrations.  

The event fostered curiosity, creativity, and 
collaboration, making it a fantastic success. We are 

proud of our young scientists and look forward to 
more exciting projects next year! 



  

On February 27th, our MYP students took over the Big 
Hall on the 3rd floor to present their impressive Science 
projects at the annual STEM Fair. With engaging posters 
and exciting experimental setups, they demonstrated 
their creativity, critical thinking, and scientific knowledge.  

Students confidently explained their experiments, 
shared their findings, and sparked curiosity among 
their peers. 

The event was a fantastic display of innovation and 
inquiry, highlighting the importance of STEM in our 
daily lives. Congratulations to all participants for 
their hard work and dedication! 



CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KYRGYZ LANGUAGE LESSON IN GRADE 0 YELLOW 

In our recent Kyrgyz language lesson, we explored the rich cultural heritage of our ancestors. We learned about 
traditional Kyrgyz national costumes, discovered the types of homes our ancestors lived in, such as the boz ui 

  

 

 
  

A huge well done to our award winners: 

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective): 

Regina (Grade 3), Luna (Grade 3), Maverick (Grade 5) 

 

KTI (Knowledgeable, Thinker, Inquirer): 

Eren (Grade 3), Maya (Grade 3), Tiana (Grade 3), Altai (Grade 3), Roy (Grade 4), Ayana (Grade 4), 
all Grade 4 Yellow, Ramiz (Grade 5), Ruhaan (Grade 5), Maria (Grade 5), Alisha (Grade 5), Kamelia 

(Grade 5), Aikhana (Grade 5), Estel (Grade 5), Kristina (Grade 5) 

 

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator): 

Sabina (Grade 3), Benjamin (Grade 3), Jansher (Grade 5), Nurgeldi (Grade 10) 

 

Resilient: The path may be difficult, but I will succeed 

Tabiiat (Grade 3), Eldar (Grade 4) 

(yurt), and played traditional games, including chuko. It 
was an exciting and educational experience that helped 
us connect with our history and traditions!  

Ms. Karina, Grade 0Y Co-Teacher 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re thrilled to celebrate our Grade 9 student, Kanykei, for securing 3rd place in a recent ski tournament! 

Her dedication to professional skiing and years of hard work have led to this remarkable achievement. 
Kanykei’s journey inspires fellow students to pursue their passions, both in sports and beyond. 

Congratulations, Kanykei! We can’t wait to see what’s next! 

 

BIS GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 

The GB met on February 19, 2025, to discuss and decide on a wide range of issues, including: 

¶ The impact of AI on education and BIS initiatives to use AI effectively in the school; 

¶ The Management Board report for December and January covering all activities and financial forecasts; 

¶ Plans to continue purchase of land near Tash Dobo for a new campus and start of the land transformation 

process; 

¶ Update on our Pistachio land holding; 

¶ The Collaborative Learning Protocol process for continued IB and NEASC accreditation. 

The next GB meeting is scheduled for April 2025, where further updates on these initiatives will be reviewed. 
The BIS Governing Board remains committed to advancing the school’s mission and ensuring a high-quality 
learning environment for all students.  

 

BIS ADVISORY COUNCIL SPRING MEETING 

The BIS Advisory Council meeting, chaired by Olivier Bangerter, 
Ambassador of Switzerland to the Kyrgyz Republic, focused on key 

developments and strategic initiatives for the school. David Grant, Head 
of School, provided an overview of significant events at BIS and progress 
and plans in the school to meet the accreditation requirements of 
NEASC and IB through the Collaborative Learning Protocol (CLP). The 
CLP is a comprehensive review process evaluating BIS’s educational 
standards and plans for improvement. He highlighted the progress of six 
working groups, each focusing on essential aspects of student learning 
and school development. Initial reports and recommendations will be shared with the school community in 
April, with final submission to our accrediting bodies on 1st July, followed by a review visit from 19-22 October 
2025. Daniar Amanaliev provided information on BIS Governing Board activities, and the Advisory Council 
discussed how best to achieve a gender balance on both the Advisory Council and Governing Board, making a 

recommendation to the Governing Board to consider the issue further.   

Alina Seitalieva, Governance and Events Officer 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WYd3liiHjhgMjk2cnAjsqsxfInBl1nL1a2zE_pAvsjs/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0


  



OUR CURRICULUM  

The curriculum for each level of the school are available online for you to review. Please check the curriculum and let us 

know if you have any questions.  

Preschool to G5 PYP Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Maria Corbett, PYP Coordinator, mcorbett@bis.kg 

Grade 6-8 MYP Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Nadine Lemoine, MYP Coordinator, nlemoine@bis.kg 

Grade 9-10 IGCSE Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Makiko Inaba, IGCSE Coordinator, minaba@bi.kg 

Grade 11-12 DP Curriculum 24/25 – any questions, email Makiko Inaba, DP Coordinator, minaba@bis.kg 

 

NEW SCHOOL MENU 
The lunch menu for March 3-7 is Menu D. Our updated school menu (including vegetarian option) approved by the 

Nutrition committee is available on our school website. Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this 

menu to avoid any foods your child cannot eat, according to the information provided to us by you.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2024/25 Calendar is here 
● 8 March, Saturday: International Women’s Day  

● 12 March, Wednesday: Grade 12 CAS / Grade 11 TOK Exhibition  

● 15 March, Saturday: BISMUN – Model United Nations  

● 17‐21 March: Spring Break  

● 21 March, Friday: Nooruz  

● 27 March, Thursday: Nooruz Celebration at BIS 

● 31 March, Monday: Orozo Ait – public holiday  

● 7 April, Friday: Revolution Day  

● 15 April, Tuesday: MYP Community Project Presentations 

 
KEEP IN TOUCH  
If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your child’s Homeroom or Form 

Teacher and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English 

or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to, 

please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right person. Homeroom and Form Teachers 

for 2024/25 are given below:  

Position Name Contact 

BIS Reception Albina / Meerim / Zhanara  info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406 

School Bus enquiries Burmakan Birnazarova bus@bis.kg  

ECA (extra-curricular activities)  Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova eca@bis.kg 

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy Admin Esentur Dildebekov edildebekov@bis.kg  

Admissions Officers Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200 

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg 

Head of School David Grant dgrant@bis.kg 

Head of Administration Mirzat Osmonova mosmonova@bis.kg 

High School Assistant Principal Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Middle School Assistant Principal Gulbara Akunova  gakunova@bis.kg  

Primary School Assistant Principal Elina Ignatova eignatova@bis.kg  

IGCSE & DP Coordinator Makiko Inaba minaba@bis.kg  

MYP Coordinator Nadine Lemoine nlemoine@bis.kg  

PYP Coordinator Maria Corbett  mcorbett@bis.kg  

National Curriculum Coordinator Chynara Abdyraeva cabdyraeva@bis.kg  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12fUM6KDuNAVZz67diIH1gCNxrGhF4nlcIaHw4wldicc/edit
mailto:mcorbett@bis.kg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EPwfF27w2HKf8xm1TObVOiI5iqx4DUKdkIp4CX0qGu8/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:nlemoine@bis.kg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JBOAXSqylI8ConXDuGg69Ju5V5GCVlpgmQcRgM_NeKM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mcorbett@bis.kg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HF8RnY_Uhd92yRxZzvIMuddxi4pA9rbtQC0J1jqhqw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mcorbett@bis.kg
https://www.bis.kg/school/meals/
https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/BIS-2024-2025-Calendar-2-ENG.pdf
mailto:info@bis.kg
mailto:bus@bis.kg
mailto:eca@bis.kg
mailto:edildebekov@bis.kg
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mailto:nchagataev@bis.kg
mailto:doctor@bis.kg
mailto:dgrant@bis.kg
mailto:mosmonova@bis.kg
mailto:nchagataev@bis.kg
mailto:gakunova@bis.kg
mailto:eignatova@bis.kg
mailto:minaba@bis.kg
mailto:nlemoine@bis.kg
mailto:mcorbett@bis.kg
mailto:cabdyraeva@bis.kg


Learning Diversity, Inclusion and 
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator 

Kyzjibek Tekenova ktekenova@bis.kg  

Chair of the Governing Board (GB) Fred Huston gbchair@bis.kg  

Governing Board Secretary  Alina Seitalieva  gbsec@bis.kg  

Parents Association President JJ Gurga papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg 

Parents Association Secretary Alina Seitalieva pasec@bis.kg 

Homeroom/Form Classes 

Preschool 1  Laura Meliou & Aizhan Zhamanakova lmeloliu@bis.kg; azhamanakova@bis.kg  

Preschool 2  Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg 

Preschool 3 
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Nurzat 
Osmonova 

bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg; 
nosmonova@bis.kg 

Grade 0 Blue Paul Fahidi & Nargiza Zhusupova pfahidi@bis.kg; nzhusupova@bis.kg  

Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Karina Bolotkanova plin@bis.kg; kbolotkanova@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Blue  Nelia Mwanza & Begaiym Djumaeva nmwanza@bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Kanykei Tursunalieva mchadderton@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg   

Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Deniz Karybaeva msaber@bis.kg; dkarybaeva@bis.kg  

Grade 3 Yellow Genevieve Maser & Altynai Kalieva gmaser@bis.kg; alkalieva@bis.kg  

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Gulmira Sabyrbekova dbilog@bis.kg; gsabyrbekova@bis.kg 

Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg  

Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai Ilebaeva rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg 

Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg 

Grade 7 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg 

Grade 8 Steve Wagenseller & Ann Smirnova swagenseller@bis.kg; asmirnova@bis.kg 

Grade 9 Lane Spies & Stephen Labanowich lspies@bis.kg; slabanowich@bis.kg 

Grade 10 Aigul Sakieva & Aleksander Sheyerman  asakieva@bis.kg; asheyerman@bis.kg  

Grade 11 Jan Scott & Nazira Abakirova jscott@bis.kg; nabakirova@bis.kg 

Grade 12 Andrew Wheeler & Claire Berger awheeler@bis.kg; cberger@bis.kg 
 

WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM 
Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast 
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English 
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow. 
 

BIS news (Eng) OR BIS новости (Рус)   BIS news (Eng) OR BIS новости (Рус) 

 
 
FIND US ON THE WEB  

BIS website - www.bis.kg www.bailanysh.com 

BIS Instagram - @bis.kg  BIS Alumni Association - @bis_alumni 

BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz Act for Community - @actcom.bis 

Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127  
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PRESCHOOL 1  

This week was full of excitement, curiosity, and a little bit 

of magic! We finished our project, "There is Water Inside 

Animals and Humans." The children glued pictures of 

animals and people inside a big raindrop and colored it 

blue, showing that all living things have water inside them. 

What a creative way to learn about this important 

connection! 

We also had a fantastic time during yoga and story time! 

We read From Head to Toe and Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 

What Do You See? by Eric Carle and had so much fun 

moving like the animals—jumping like frogs and stomping 

like elephants! 

Wednesday was extra special—Yearbook Photo Day! The 

children brought their favorite toys and took beautiful 

pictures to keep as a special memory. So many happy 

smiles! 

But the biggest WOW moment of the week was our STEM 

Fair! It was a big experience for our little group, and they 

were so proud to share their experiments with others. Even 

other preschoolers joined in to explore the magic of color! 

Altay took his job of sorting shapes by color very 

seriously—he did an amazing job! 

Almanbet and Ljubomir were thrilled to see their Rainbow 

Skittles experiment come to life as the colors swirled and 

mixed like a beautiful painting. 

And the best part? Everyone got to mix colors and watch in 

amazement as new shades appeared—it was pure magic! 

It was a week filled with wonder, laughter, and learning. We 

can’t wait to see what adventures next week will bring! 

Ms. Laura, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher 
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PRESCHOOL 2

This week in Preschool 2, we had so much fun learning 
about farm animals! We talked about what animals 

live on a farm and found out there are many—like 
horses, cows, sheep, roosters, chickens, pigs, and 
more! 

In our dramatic play area, our little friends pretended 
to be farmers and played with farm animals. During 
circle time, we sang the classic song "Old MacDonald 
Had a Farm", and everyone enjoyed making the animal 
sounds! 

In Math, we explored heavy and light. Our little friends 
used a scale to measure different farm animals and 
learned to tell which ones are heavy and which ones 

are light. 

In Art, we got creative and made happy sheep using 
glue, paper, and crayons. 

Throughout the week, we were also busy preparing for 
our STEM Fair! We worked on fun experiments like: 

¶ What makes ice melt? (Sugar, salt, or hot water?) 

¶ Mixing colors to see what happens when colors 

come together.  

¶ Heavy and light measuring to test which objects 
weigh more. 

At the end of the week, we shared our STEM 
experiments with our families! It was a wonderful 
experience, and we all had so much fun together. 

Thank you to all the families who joined us! 

Ms. Nuraida, Preschool 2 Homeroom Teacher

  



PRESCHOOL 3

This week was an exciting and activity-packed one! Our 

focus was on Materials and Textures, where the children 

explored how different materials feel—soft, hard, rough, 

and smooth. They had fun touching various classroom 

objects and classifying them based on texture. 

In Math, while continuing to practice counting from 0-

18, we explored measurement by learning about long 

and short. The children were introduced to measuring 

tapes and rulers, which they eagerly used to compare 

different objects. 

In Phonics, we learned the letter "f"—its sound and 

form. The children had an exciting scavenger hunt, 

searching for hidden words that start with the "f" sound, 

like fish, frog, flower, and firetruck. 

The highlight of the week was our STEM Fair! Our little 

scientists worked hard to prepare and proudly presented 

their experiments, including:  

¶ Blowing up a balloon using baking soda and vinegar 

¶ Creating a colorful milk and food coloring reaction 

¶ Observing objects float or sink in different liquids 

¶ Building a simple water filter 

¶ Making a rain drop effect in water 

¶ Creating a colorful volcanic eruption 

It was truly amazing to see our young learners 

confidently explain their projects, share their ideas, and 

engage with visitors. Their enthusiasm and courage were 

heartwarming! 

A huge thank you to everyone who came to support our 

little ones—we appreciate you! 

Looking forward to another exciting week ahead! 

Ms. Bivo, Preschool 3 Homeroom Teacher

 


