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AFRICA DAY  

Last Saturday, 24th May, BIS community came together to celebrate our annual Africa Day Festival. Parents, 
students, and guests were delighted by the vibrant performances, which featured traditional music, dance, and 
songs from across the African continent. The celebration also included colorful clothing and jewelry, delicious 

cuisine, and engaging activities that highlighted the rich diversity of African cultures. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our staff, students, parents and volunteers who made the day so wonderful!    
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BIS Snapshot: Africa Day  

 

   
 
 
 



  



  

Grade 1B had a wonderful time in the Art Lab this 
week! As part of our unit on life cycles and 
animals, the students expressed their learning 
through drawing. Some chose to draw ladybugs, 
while others drew giraffes. It was a fun and 
creative way to connect science with art!  

Ms. Nelia, Grade 1 Blue Homeroom Teacher 



    
On Friday, students tested a pyramid catapult to 
determine its trajectory and power. They were able 

to move objects over ten metres. They learned that 
movement, or kinetic energy, is the counterpart to 
potential energy. They made conclusions about how 
forces affect the height and distance of an object's 
movement, and how gravity plays a part in slowing 
us all down.  

Ms. Genevieve, Grade 3 Yellow Homeroom 
Teacher 



GRADE 8 CAMPAIGNS TO PROTECT WORLD HERITAGE SITES  

Our Grade 8 students have recently completed their Individuals and 
Societies summative assessment centered around the inquiry:  "How 

does our understanding of culture change depending on time, place, 
and spaceτand why does that matter for protecting it today?" 

Focusing on UNESCO World Heritage sites currently at risk, students 
designed creative awareness campaigns to advocate for the 
protection and preservation of these cultural landmarks. Their 
approaches ranged from social media initiatives and school-wide 
petitions to in-person campaigns and poster presentations. 

You can still view their posters in the cafeteria throughout the next 
weekτplease take a moment to check them out and support their efforts.  

Ms. Nadine, Individuals and Societies Teacher 

  



2 BLUE GRADE EXPLORES MATERIALS THROUGH PAPERMAKING! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DP ORIENTATION: A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS IN ACTION 

The DP staff team was delighted to 
welcome our current Grade 10 students to 
the DP Orientation this week. Over a day 
and a half, students participated in a series 
of sessions designed to help them 

understand the expectations and 
requirements of the IB Diploma 
Programme for the next two years. 

A highlight of the orientation was the panel 

of student speakers. Two Grade 11 students, currently navigating 
the DP journey, and three Grade 12 students, who have 
successfully completed it, generously volunteered to share their 
experiences and tips on "how to survive" the DP. Among their 
ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜΥ ά¢ƛƳŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƪŜȅΣέ ά.Ŝ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ 

As part of our How the World Works unit of inquiry, 2B 
students spent the week exploring materials and their 
properties through the hands-on process of making recycled 
paper. Working in collaborative groups, they investigated 
how everyday paper can be transformedτsoaking, 
blending, pressing, and drying old scraps to create new 
sheets. This engaging activity helped students see the 
practical side of science while deepening their 
understanding of how materials can change and be reused. 
A wonderful week of inquiry, creativity, and teamwork!  

Ms. Morgan, Grade 2 Blue Homeroom Teacher 



ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ L. ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳ ȅƻǳτŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 

As the Programme Coordinator, I found this orientation to 
be a meaningful learning experience. It clearly 

demonstrated how we can improve outcomes by 
reflecting on past experiences. Just two weeks earlier, we 
held the IGCSE Orientation for Grade 8 students, which 
gave us good insights into areas we could enhance. The 
High School team came together to thoughtfully reflect on 
the structure and delivery of our sessions, with a stronger 
focus on student perspectives. Although time was limited, 
the improvements were visible.  

I am so grateful to our Grade 8 and 10 students for their 
constructive feedback, and to our dedicated High School 
team for their openness and adaptability. This experience 

reaffirmed that BIS is a true learning community, and I look forward to continuing our journey to make every 
aspect of school more meaningfulτtogether.  

Ms. Makiko, IGCSE and DP Coordinator 

 

BIS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING  

On May 29, 2025, the Bishkek International School 
(BIS) Advisory Council convened for the meeting, 
bringing together school leaders, council members, 
and community stakeholders for an engaging session 
on current initiatives and future plans. The meeting 

was chaired by H.E. Olivier Bangerter, Ambassador of 
Switzerland to the Kyrgyz Republic.  

David Grant, Head of School, opened the discussion 
with a summary of BIS developments from February to 
May 2025. He highlighted the progress of the CLP 
Review, a critical evaluation process by IB and NEASC 
ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ .L{Ωǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
international standards. Enhancements such as a 
phone-free campus, improved teacher mentorship, 
and the EPIC enrichment program for Innovative 
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǊǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ-
quality learning.  

Members of the Governing Board reported on the 
ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƪŜȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 
initiatives, reaffirming the council's collaborative role 
in school governance. Maria Corbett, PYP Coordinator, 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ 
emphasizing a balanced approach between English as 
the main language of instruction while supporting 
mother languages. Through co-teaching strategies and 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), BIS ensures 
equity and access for all learners.  

The highlight of the meeting was the unveiling of plans 
for the new BIS Woodland Campus near Tash Dobo. 
David Grant detailed the design of the future new 
campus, including land acquisition and sustainability 
ƎƻŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ .L{Ωǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term 
commitment to providing a world-class learning 
environment.  

The meeting concluded with final reflections from the 
Chair, underscoring the school's steady progress and 
vision for the future, as BIS continues to demonstrate 
a firm commitment to innovation, inclusivity, and 
international best practices as it prepares for its next 
chapter of growth.  

Members thanked Ambassador Bangerter for his 
dedication and commitment to developing BIS in his 
role as Chair of the Advisory Council for the past three 
years, as he departs Kyrgyzstan for a new posting in 
summer 2025. 

Alina Seitalieva, Governance and Events Office 



 

 
 
 

 

  

This week, our school had a chance to celebrate diversity, 

inclusion and unity! CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ άtƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ tŀƭƳέ 
activity to thoughtful classroom discussions, students 
came to experience different activities to recognize and 
honor the unique identities that make up our diverse 
community. 

Ms. Kyzjibek, Learning Diversity, Inclusion & Counselling 
Coordinator & Safeguarding Lead Officer 

While Grade 6 may often challenge the rules and expectations of the classroom, they consistently shine in the ways 

that matter most, unnoticed by many. Behind the noise and the energy there is a group of students who show a deep 
sense of humanity.  

Among tƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƴƻǊƳŀƭΦέ ¸ŜǘΣ ƛƴ DǊŀŘŜ сΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ 
of years, this class has beŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘτƛǘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜŘΦ 

Last week, the class came together 
to celebrate his birthday. It was a 
simple moment, full of warmth, 
laughter, and genuine careτa 
reminder that the heart of 
education is not only in academics, 
but in how we treat one another. 

Grade 6 is the place where 
someone different, feels 
normal and reminds us what being 
a human is about.  

Mr. Marc, Grade 6 Form Teacher 

 



  



 

  

We made more than 150 necklaces in 
Africa Day! In the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC), necklaces are 
worn for symbolizing heritage, 

identity, and status. Inspired by these 
traditional designs, we are creating 
our own unique patternsτhonoring 
the past while expressing our 
individuality. Each piece is a personal 

mark, celebrating who we are and the 
stories we carry. 

Ms. Didi 



CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING OUR STUD9b¢{Ω {¦//9{{  

We are proud to celebrate the outstanding achievement of our Grade 5 student, Kristina, who earned four 

bronze medals at the Asian Swimming Championship. Her dedication and perseverance are a true inspiration to 
our entire school community.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A HUGE WELL DONE TO OUR AWARD WINNERS: 

 

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective): 

Benjamin (Grade 3), Safiia (Grade 3), Amani (Grade 3), Elima (Grade 4) 

 

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator): 

Altai (Grade 3), Leni (Grade 4), all Grade 3B 

 

KTI (Knowledgeable, Thinker, Inquirer): 

Momoka (Grade 4), Isaac (Grade 4), Ayana (Grade 4), Roy (Grade 4), Miko (Grade 11) 

 

Resilient: The path may be difficult, but I will succeed: 

Gilliana (Grade 3), Regina (Grade 3), Eren (Grade 3), Abbas (Grade 3), Sabina (Grade 3), Chess (Grade 4) 



  


