
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA DAY FESTIVAL, SATURDAY, 20TH SEPTEMBER  

Our Asia Day Festival is this Saturday 20th September and everyone is welcome to celebrate with us. We have 
interesting games for children and beautiful performances of Asian culture. Join us and learn more about Asia 
and our school!  

Students will earn points for their houses if they come in the national costume of any country in Asia. 

Date: 20th September  

Time: 10:00-13:00  

Place: BIS, 67A, Bronirovannaya St. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
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CELEBRATING THE IB LEARNER PROFILE: INQUIRERS  

This week, we celebrated Inquirers Week, where students explored the world through curiosity, creativity, and 
hands-on activities. They carried out science experiments, connected with different cultures, and spun the globe 

to research new countries. Each day offered fun and meaningful experiences that sparked questions and 
inspired learning beyond the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IB & NEASC EVALUATION VISIT 19-22 OCTOBER 

Six people will visit BIS from Sunday 19th to Wednesday 22nd October to assess our compliance with IB and 
NEASC accreditation requirements. The team is led by Michael Hawkins who is a very experience IB educator 
and evaluation leader. Parents, students and staff are invited to meet the team at 16:00 on Sunday 19th October, 
and again to listen to their feedback at 14:30 on Wednesday 22nd October. We will also have opportunity for 
parents and students to meet with the team in smaller groups during the week. To understand the BIS 
Programme Development Plan for the IB and our overall review report, please ask this AI Assistant BIS IB PDP 
and CLP Review Report any questions about our review and plans. 

David Grant, Head of School 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/64f9db63-4d83-4fcb-98e1-71c5aecb664a&source=gmail-imap&ust=1758788650000000&usg=AOvVaw299LjAdvsf4AtlN4q5W5mV
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/64f9db63-4d83-4fcb-98e1-71c5aecb664a&source=gmail-imap&ust=1758788650000000&usg=AOvVaw299LjAdvsf4AtlN4q5W5mV


  



 

  

In the science lesson, Grade 2 Yellow students 

discovered the mechanism by which their muscles 
control their bones to move their bodies. In the 
activity, Robot Finger, students constructed a 
model of a human finger and observed how pulling 
on a string (a model for tendons) causes it to bend 
at the joints.  

Ms. Oksana, Grade 2 Yellow Homeroom Teacher 



  

Grade 6 students enjoyed exciting experiments that combined fun and 
learning. They practiced curiosity, asked questions, and learned to write lab 

reports by analyzing their evidence—turning science into discovery!  

Science Department 



  

A big congratulations to Ailin S. and Aleksandra P., who 
this week volunteered at a shelter for young mothers. 
Connecting our high school students to real-world 
experiences is part of EPIC's mission.  

In PYP, children gathered round the first BIS EPIC 
project, the Ant Farm. After the initial shock wore off, 
the ants dug tunnels and formed a colony. Well done 
to these young children who faced their fears of 
handling insects, and who also observed the 
decomposition process of fruit for ant food. Gross? 

Yes. Fun and informative? Also yes! 

Ms. Genevieve, EPIC Coordinator 

 

Students get a head start with the Scientific Method by doing a simple experiment 
close to daily life - the famous sweet snack Gummy Bears. They learn Science and 

how scientists work by doing the simple task of finding in which substances or 
liquid these chewables melt. The experimental methods and interpreting results 
are learned via inquiry-based learning, instead of just memorizing them or being 
told how. In this way, MYP Science Summative Assessments become more 
dynamic, and during their entire studies in MYP, or even DP and beyond, will 
make them become active investigators and independent researchers in any 
challenging scientific topics.  

Mr. Chris, Science Teacher 



BIS GOVERNING BOARD – WEDNESDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 

The Governing Board held its first meeting of the new academic year to review the school’s progress and ensure 
effective strategic oversight. The Board approved updates to school policies, reviewed ongoing development 

projects, and confirmed plans for upcoming Board elections. They also reviewed financial reports, considered 
strategies to strengthen staff and school programmes, and looked at the BIS survey and self-evaluation results 
to identify areas for improvement. Preparations for the upcoming IB and NEASC evaluation visit were discussed, 
including the review report and agenda for the visit. The meeting reinforced the Governing Board’s 
commitment to strong governance, financial stewardship, and the ongoing development of Bishkek 
International School, ensuring a solid foundation for the school’s future.  

Alina Seitalieva, Governance and Events Officer 

 

NEW FACES AT BIS: MS. MEGAN 

My name is Megan and I joined BIS this year as the High School 

history teacher, co-teacher for Theory of Knowledge and I’m 
also the Grade 11 Form Teacher. I grew up in sunny Southern 
California playing a lot of soccer and spent summers in the 
water - either in the pool or at a beach. My family worked in 
the film industry so when it came time for me to choose my 
major at university I picked film. However, after taking a 
required history class, I quickly decided to double major in both 
history and film, thinking I could use my love of both to work 
on documentaries.  

Yet after a couple years working on TV shows I started 
searching out more meaningful ways to capture my idealistic 

youthful vigor. At the time the US was involved in conflicts abroad and I thought the only way for me to find out 
the truth of events in the world was to see them first hand, and one way to do that would be as a journalist. So 
I went back to university for a graduate degree in journalism and worked at the city news desk for a middle-
sized paper in Los Angeles, and loved it.  

However the rise of online advertising signalled a death knell for newspapers. This cataclysmic shift caused mass 

layoffs of photographers, journalists, advertisers, and editing staff. I used the Rotary International 
Ambassadorial Scholarship to jump ship and went back to studying history, only this time in Tanzania. 

I was introduced to international teaching while in Mozambique and felt like I finally found a fulfilling way to 
use my knowledge and communication skills while still being able to experience 
the world outside the states. I went on to earn another post graduate degree, 
this time in education, and formally changed careers to focus on teaching 

humanities at international schools. Teaching has allowed me to live in Latin 
America, Central America, Africa, Europe, and now Central Asia, getting to 
experience the issues of different regions first hand, while sharing my love of 
history, global issues and geography.  

In recent years I have focused on being a single mother to my daughter who is 
in grade 0 here at BIS. While I can’t provide her the traditional family childhood 
I experienced, I am able to give her a global perspective and plenty of exciting 
adventures - like hiking up to the turquoise waters of Kol Tor lake.  

We are happy to now call Bishkek home and look forward to exploring the 
region and learning first hand about the history and culture of Kyrgyzstan and 
Central Asia.  

Ms. Megan, History Teacher  



  



CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sign up here to reserve your place as an official guest of your 
child for their special invite day.  

Please note that we need to limit attendance to one parent   
or guardian per child to make sure we have enough space      

in the classrooms to fit all the participants comfortably. 

Elina Ignatova, Primary School Principal  

 

For Preschool and Primary school, we have our ‘Bring Your Parents 
To School’ days from September 25th to October 2nd to give you a 
brief taste of life in the classroom of your children. 

¶ All Preschool - Friday, 26th September - 14:30 - 15:45 

¶ Grade 5 - Thursday, 25th September - 7:45 - 9:30 

¶ Grade 4 - Friday, 26th September - 7:45 - 9:30 

¶ Grade 3 - Monday, 29th September - 7:45 - 9:30 

¶ Grade 2 - Tuesday, 30th October - 7:45 - 9:30 

¶ Grade 1 - Wednesday, 1st October - 7:45 - 9:30 

¶ Grade 0 - Thursday, 2nd October - 7:45 - 9:30 

Scheduled time for Primary School is        
07:45 - 09:30.  

Preschool open lessons are scheduled         
for the afternoon at 14:30-15:45. Children 
can happily go home with their parents and 
guardians after the event without any tears.  

A huge well done to our award winners: 

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective): 

Amal (Grade 1), Amina (Grade 1), Amir (Grade 1), Mary (Grade 2),  

Kaan (Grade 2), Sultan (Grade 10) 

 

KTI (Knowledgeable, Thinker, Inquirer):  

Saharsha (Grade 2), Aiden (Grade 12) 

 

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator): 

Daria (Grade 0), Amir (Grade 2), Adelina (Grade 2) 

 

RESILIENT (The path may be difficult, but I will succeed):  

Nursultan (Grade 2) 

First, parents and guardians will have coffee/snacks and a presentation/discussion about the Primary Years 
Programme.  
Next, parents and guardians will join their child’s class to observe short sessions in the Homeroom, Library, 
Art, Music or Dance and reflect on what you've seen in the classes.  

https://forms.gle/BtXdaZSKeR5zsPji7


SCHOOL LUNCHES  

Dear Parents 

From Monday 22 September to Friday 17 October, we invite you to join us for lunch and experience what is 

served to our students. This will give you the opportunity to taste our school lunches and better understand the 
quality and variety we provide. 

To participate, please complete this form to book your preferred date. Once submitted, you will receive an email 
confirmation with the details. 

On your chosen day, please arrive at 13:00 and check in at the internal reception, where you can pay 100 KGS 
for lunch. After that, you are welcome to enjoy your meal in the café. 

Here is the menu schedule for this period: 

¶ 22-26 September: Menu A 

¶ 29 September-3 October: Menu B 

¶ 6-10 October: Menu C 

¶ 13-17 October: Menu D 

You can view all menus here. 

We look forward to welcoming you to our lunch table and greatly value your feedback! 

 

LIBRARY UPDATE: SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS  

We are happy to announce that our Book Club is up and running!  

The Scholastic International School Book Club is a fantastic way to get great value children’s books from around 

the world. 

  

https://eu-shop.scholastic.co.uk/schools/bishkekinternationalschool 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsdo-tg-rzUo4w5rncAypZNJBkBEVJHjZzo5j2zHdAkydlsQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.bis.kg/school/meals/
https://eu-shop.scholastic.co.uk/schools/bishkekinternationalschool


AI ASSISTANT FOR BIS POLICIES & HANDBOOKS 

 

 

 

 

LUNCH MENU  
The lunch menu for September 22nd – 26th is Menu A. You can view the School menu on our school website.   

Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this menu to avoid any foods your child cannot eat, according 
to the information provided to us by you.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2025/26 Calendar is here 

ǒ 20th September, Saturday: Asia Day Festival  

ǒ September 23rd, Tuesday, 17:30: All Parents Meeting (new date) 

ǒ 25th September – 2nd October: PYP ‘Bring your Parents to School’ days  

ǒ 30th September, Tuesday: Sports Day in Spartak Stadium: Grade 4‐12 

ǒ 16th October, Thursday: Individual Parents‐Teacher Meetings  

ǒ 17th October, Friday: UN Day at BIS  

ǒ 19‐22 October: IB/NEASC CLP Peer Review Visit to BIS 

ǒ 23‐31 October: Autumn/Fall Break 
 

KEEP IN TOUCH  

If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your child’s Homeroom or Form 
Teacher and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English 
or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to, 
please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right person. Homeroom and Form Teachers 
for 2025/26 are given below: 

Position Name Contact 

BIS Reception Albina / Meerim / Madina  info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406 

School Bus enquiries Burmakan Birnazarova bus@bis.kg  

ECA (extra-curricular activities) 
enquiries 

Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova eca@bis.kg 

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy 
Administration  

Esentur Dildebekov edildebekov@bis.kg  

Admissions Officers Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200 

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg 

Head of School David Grant dgrant@bis.kg 

Head of Administration Mirzat Osmonova mosmonova@bis.kg 

High School Principal Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Middle School Principal Gulbara Akunova  gakunova@bis.kg  

Primary School Principal Elina Ignatova eignatova@bis.kg  

High School Academic Director, DP 
Coordinator  

Makiko Inaba minaba@bis.kg  

MYP Coordinator Nadine Lemoine nlemoine@bis.kg  

PYP Coordinator Maria Corbett  mcorbett@bis.kg  

National Curriculum Coordinator Chynara Abdyraeva cabdyraeva@bis.kg  

Learning Diversity, Inclusion and 
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator 

Kyzjibek Tekenova ktekenova@bis.kg  

Please note, the link to the AI Assistant for BIS Policies and Handbooks has been updated—make sure to use the 

new version below.  

AI Assistant for BIS Policies & Handbooks  BIS Policies and Handbooks 
Parents & Guardians Handbook   Student Handbook 

https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BIS-Menu-ABCD_April-2025.pdf
mailto:info@bis.kg
mailto:bus@bis.kg
mailto:eca@bis.kg
mailto:edildebekov@bis.kg
mailto:admissions@bis.kg
mailto:nchagataev@bis.kg
mailto:doctor@bis.kg
mailto:dgrant@bis.kg
mailto:mosmonova@bis.kg
mailto:nchagataev@bis.kg
mailto:gakunova@bis.kg
mailto:eignatova@bis.kg
mailto:minaba@bis.kg
mailto:nlemoine@bis.kg
mailto:mcorbett@bis.kg
mailto:cabdyraeva@bis.kg
mailto:ktekenova@bis.kg
https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/af3b8f75-4da2-420a-b800-48056119eb9b
https://www.bis.kg/school/policies-and-handbooks/
https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/H2-Parents-Guardians-Handbook-August-2025.pdf
https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/H3-Student-Handbook-August-2025-ENG.pdf


EPIC Coordinator Genevieve Maser gmaser@bis.kg  

Chair of the Governing Board (GB) Fred Huston gbchair@bis.kg  

Governing Board Secretary  Alina Seitalieva  gbsec@bis.kg  

Parents Association President PAMC President papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg 

Parents Association Secretary Secretary pasec@bis.kg 

Homeroom/Form Classes 

Preschool 1  Laura Meliou, Ayana Akmatova & Saltanat 
Mamanova 

lmeloliu@bis.kg; aakmatova@bis.kg; 
smamanova@bis.kg  

Preschool 2  Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg  

Preschool 3 
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Nurzat 
Osmonova 

bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg; 
nosmonova@bis.kg 

Grade 0 Blue Altynai Isabekova & Kanykei Tursunalieva aisabekova@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg 

Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Begaiym Djumaeva plin@bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Blue  Nelia Mwanza & Nargiza Zhusupova nmwanza@bis.kg; nzhusupova@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Datkayim Uralieva mchadderton@bis.kg; duralieva@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg   

Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Tilekbek Niazaliev msaber@bis.kg; tniiazaliev@bis.kg 

Grade 3 Yellow Claudette Colinares & Altynai Kalieva ccolinares@bis.kg; alkalieva@bis.kg 

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Eliza Saidalieva dbilog@bis.kg; esaidalieva@bis.kg  

Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg  

Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai Ilebaeva  rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg 

Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg 

Grade 7 Matthew Vandewaal Valkanov & Aigul 
Sakieva 

mvalkanov@bis.kg; asakieva@bis.kg 

Grade 8 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg 

Grade 9 Maria Rojas & Sagida Satysheva & Alexander 
Vargas Mira 

mrojas@bis.kg; ssatysheva@bis.kg; 
avargas@bis.kg 

Grade 10 Yana Karpenko & Ahmed Hashem & Stephen 
Labanowich 

yakarpenko@bis.kg; ahashem@bis.kg; 
slabanowich@bis.kg 

Grade 11 Nazira Abakirova & Megan Bagdonas nabakirova@bis.kg; mbagdonas@bis.kg  

Grade 12 Lane Spies & Kevin Snow lspies@bis.kg; ksnow@bis.kg  

 

WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM 

Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast 
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English 
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow. 

            BIS news (Eng) OR BIS новости (Рус)               BIS news (Eng) OR BIS новости (Рус) 
 

FIND US ON THE WEB  

BIS website - www.bis.kg www.bailanysh.com 

BIS Instagram - @bis.kg  BIS Alumni Association - @bis_alumni 

BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz Act for Community - @actcom.bis 

Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127 
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mailto:gbchair@bis.kg
mailto:gbsec@bis.kg
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mailto:pamc@bis.kg
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mailto:aakmatova@bis.kg
mailto:smamanova@bis.kg
mailto:nasanbaeva@bis.kg
mailto:joskonbaeva@bis.kg
mailto:bchongo@bis.kg
mailto:kjunusheva@bis.kg
mailto:nosmonova@bis.kg
mailto:aisabekova@bis.kg
mailto:ktursunalieva@bis.kg
mailto:plin@bis.kg
mailto:bdjumaeva@bis.kg
mailto:nmwanza@bis.kg
mailto:nzhusupova@bis.kg
mailto:bkeneshbekova@bis.kg
mailto:rerkulova@bis.kg
mailto:mchadderton@bis.kg
mailto:duralieva@bis.kg
mailto:ochichilova@bis.kg
mailto:auralieva@bis.kg
mailto:msaber@bis.kg
mailto:tniiazaliev@bis.kg
mailto:ccolinares@bis.kg
mailto:alkalieva@bis.kg
mailto:dbilog@bis.kg
mailto:esaidalieva@bis.kg
mailto:aalcala@bis.kg
mailto:adzhakypbekova@bis.kg
mailto:rbutler@bis.kg
mailto:zhilebaeva@bis.kg
mailto:nsmall@bis.kg
mailto:stologonova@bis.kg
mailto:mgarreta@bis.kg
mailto:jnamazbekova@bis.kg
mailto:mvalkanov@bis.kg
mailto:asakieva@bis.kg
mailto:fspies@bis.kg
mailto:nalymova@bis.kg
mailto:mrojas@bis.kg
mailto:ssatysheva@bis.kg
mailto:avargas@bis.kg
mailto:yakarpenko@bis.kg
mailto:ahashem@bis.kg
mailto:slabanowich@bis.kg
mailto:nabakirova@bis.kg
mailto:mbagdonas@bis.kg
mailto:lspies@bis.kg
mailto:ksnow@bis.kg
https://t.me/+I15AXxHne0UzMjFi
https://t.me/bishkek_international_school
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IXMmPthAPMvHQiuVtZebls
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CquinNyg3jM28WYBmxRf8l
http://www.bis.kg/
http://www.bailanysh.com/
https://www.instagram.com/bis_alumni/
https://www.instagram.com/actcom.bis/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL 1  

This week in Preschool 1, we explored the importance 
of keeping our bodies healthy and strong! During 
Circle Time, we talked about what helps us stay 
healthy – eating good food, washing our hands, and 
getting enough sleep. 

Our story of the week was Germs Are Not for 
Sharing by Elizabeth Verdick, which helped us learn 
why it’s important to cover our coughs, wash our 
hands, and share toys but not germs. We sang and 

danced to the “Brush Your Teeth” song, making 
brushing motions and practicing big smiles. 

For our activity, we practiced brushing teeth using 
laminated dental pictures and had fun washing our 

hands together. The highlight of the week was a 
special science experiment – we sprinkled pepper 
(“germs”) in water, then dipped in a soapy finger. The 
children were amazed to watch the “germs” quickly 
run away! 

In math, we sorted food pictures into “Healthy” and 
“Not Healthy” groups, learning which foods help our 
bodies grow. And as always, we didn’t forget to care 
for our plants – every Friday we water them and watch 

them grow. 

It was a wonderful week of learning, exploring, and 
staying healthy together! 

Ms. Laura, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher 
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PRESCHOOL 2

This week in Preschool 2 we talked about friendship. 
Our little friends learned how to take care of each 

other by taking turns, helping each other, sharing toys, 
and using polite words. They practiced their friendship 
skills while playing together and during circle time. 

We read The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister and 
talked about how sharing can make others happy. We 
also learned that it is okay to say “Not right now,” 
“After me,” or “No thank you” if we do not want to 
share. After the story, our friends made two friendship 

bracelets. One was to keep and one was to give to a 
friend. They enjoyed saying thank you to each other. 

In math, we started counting from one to ten and 
practiced matching numbers with quantities. We 
sang άhƴŎŜ L /ŀǳƎƘǘ ŀ CƛǎƘ !ƭƛǾŜέ to practice numbers. 
Our little friends also sorted picture cards into friendly 
and unfriendly actions, painted people figures with 
watercolors, and worked together to make a colorful 
Friendship Banner. It looks beautiful in our classroom 
and shows how we are all friends. 

Ms. Nuraida, Preschool 2 Homeroom Teacher

  



PRESCHOOL 3 

This week in Preschool, we explored the importance 
of taking care of ourselves and others. We learned 

that we care for ourselves by washing our hands 
before eating, brushing our teeth, and brushing our 
hair. We also practiced showing kindness by helping 
our friends when they needed support, such as putting 
on shoes, jackets, or hats. 

In Math, we continued working on subitizing in 5s, 
practiced counting fluently to 5, and matched 
numbers with quantities up to 5. In Phonics, we 

began Phase 2 with the sounds s, a, t, and p. The 
children enjoyed learning new words beginning with 

these sounds through games and activities. 

As part of the IB Learner Profile, we joined the whole 
school for Inquiry Week and had lots of fun 
experimenting with colors. 

It has been a wonderful week of learning, and we look 
forward to many more exciting adventures ahead! 

Ms. Bivo, Preschool 3 Homeroom Teacher

 

 


