
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAFA CROSS COUNTRY 2025  

Last Friday and Saturday, schools from across Central Asia gathered at Karagach Park for the exciting CAFA Cross 
Country 2025, hosted by BIS. Students from Almaty, Astana, Tashkent, Dushanbe, and Bishkek competed in 
individual races, as well as team relays, where each athlete gave their all to help their team succeed. 

This year, the BIS Taigans proudly represented our school with 29 dedicated runners, who achieved outstanding 
results and showed true sportsmanship throughout the event. Special congratulations to our medalists and 
winning teams ς your hard work and determination made us all proud! 

A huge thank you goes to the volunteers for making CAFA Cross Country 2025 an unforgettable celebration of 
athleticism and school spirit!  

Check the X-Country results here.  
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ACCREDITATION EVALUATION VISIT 

From October 19 to 22, BIS will host a team of six experienced educators for the IB and NEASC accreditation 
review (Collaborative Learning Protocol ς CLP). During their visit, the team will meet with staff, students, and 

parents to gain a comprehensive understanding of our school community and learning practices. This visit marks 
an important milestone in our continued commitment to excellence in teaching and learning. Brief bios of the 
visiting team members can be found below.   

 Michael Hawkins, MYP Programme Leader, Team chair  
Michael is originally from Canada but has lived internationally for more than 25 years. For most of 
his career, he has been working to establish IB schools worldwide. He now spends most of his time 
in the Netherlands, where he lives with his Dutch partner. He is currently a lead educator for the IB, 
which gives him many opportunities to work with schools and educators worldwide.  
Michael is the proud father of two adult children, a boy and a girl, and grandfather of two very 
beautiful French Canadian children (also a boy and a girl). 

 Gregory Cowan, MYP Evaluation Leader  
Greg is from Australia and currently lives in Helsinki, Finland.  He holds a masters of education in 
leadership and management and a bachelor of education in secondary school majoring in Chemistry and 
Math.  Greg has lived in six countries, in IB national and international schools.  His experiences include 
Middle School Principal, MYP coordinator, DP Chemistry and TOK teacher as well as MYP Science and 
Math teacher.  Greg has been an IBEN member since 2017 and is a workshop leader, programme leader 
and evaluation leader.  His passions are curriculum development and authentic assessments.  Greg is a 
proud step-father to two girls, 20 and 17 years old. 

 Sonya Eriksson, PYP Evaluation Leader 
Sonya is originally from the UK and currently lives between Kristiansand, Norway and the village of 
Gemla, Sweden. She is an independent IBEN lead educator and senior consultant. Previously Sonya 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ L. ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ {ƻƴȅŀΩǎ L.9b ǊƻƭŜǎ 
include senior consultant, multi-programme and synchronized chair, evaluation and programme site 
visitor, and lead educator in a variety of IB developmental projects. In her free time she is kept busy by 
her two grandchildren. Sonya is feeling excited at the prospect of working with you all, and hopes that 
you find the visit a supportive process for yourself and your school community. See you soon.  

 
 

Mihaela Morello, PYP Programme Leader 
Ciao from Ticino, Switzerland! With over 25 years of experience in education, Mihaela Morello has taught 
in schools around the world, spanning Canada, the Middle East, South America, and Europe. Her 
extensive involvement with the IB PYP includes roles as a homeroom teacher, PYP Math Coordinator, 
PYP Coordinator, and Head of Primary School. As an active member of the IB Educators Network, Mihaela 
serves as a workshop leader, programme/evaluation leader and IB chair, contributing her expertise to 
support schools in refining their practices and fostering growth. This year, she has chosen to return to 
the classroom to teach Grade 5, guided by her belief that authentic learning begins in the classroom. 

 
 

Christian Schmelz, DP Evaluation Leader  
Christian has taught and held leadership positions in International Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge schools for 23 
years, held various IB roles as examiner, moderator and exam author, serves as a school evaluator for the Council 
of International School, the International Baccalaureate and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges. 
Earlier in his career, Christian co-authored an online textbook for IB Diploma Biology and worked as a student 
teacher evaluator for the University of Colorado. In August 2024, Christian joined the Aga Khan Academy Hyderabad 
where he serves as Senior School Principal, before which he was the International Principal of an EU- and Ministry-
sponsored school project in Tbilisi, Georgia. Prior to that, Christian served as Head of Secondary School at the Aga 
Khan Academy Nairobi and as Head of School at Enko Riverside International School, Maputo. Outside school 
Christian spends time with his family, which often includes sailing, travelling and/or fossil hunting. 

 
 

Chloe Heather, DP Programme Leader  
My name is Chloe Heather. I am a DP Language and Literature English Language A Teacher, as well 
as teaching Theory of Knowledge. I am also an examiner for both subjects. I lead workshops for all 
the Language A subjects, as well as for all the elements of the Core. I am a Programme Leader for 
Evaluation and Verification visits for the DP. I have worked in all three IB regions. I am currently 
based in Slovakia.  
I am looking forward to working with all the members of the community at the Bishkek International 
School. 



   
 
 
 

BIS Snapshot: Cross Country Winners! 



   
 
 
 

BIS Snapshot: Run Like a Taigan! 



  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This particular group has diverse interests. There is coding, exponents, and a 
desire to sew, but that's not all.  

Students must develop self-management skills, like using their time and 
resources wisely, as well as project management skills. What is the end goal? 
How can I get there? Who is my audience? Why is this work important? These 
are skills that can take a lifetime to grow, and so it is smart to practise them 

within topics students love.  

Ms. Genevieve, EPIC Coordinator 

 

Our 7th and 8th grade students had the pleasure of 

welcoming Ormon Sultangaziev from the Snow Leopards 
Organization. He gave a lecture on the conservation of 
endangered animals in Kyrgyzstan and shared ways 
students can engage with their local community to protect 
wildlife. Following the session, students created posters 
promoting the protection of snow leopards, putting their 
learning into action.  



 

 

 

 

  

 

This week Emirkhan and Amanbek were collaborating with the 
LDIC department to raise awareness about the Inclusion and 
why the BIS was considered to be an inclusive school. It was a 
pleasure to see students asking questions and trying to 
understand the complex world of neurodiversity.  

Ms. Kyzjibek LDIC Coordinator  

From October 6ς11, we were delighted to welcome Amanda Frank, a behaviour 
specialist, from Anglo-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ƻŦƛŀΣ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀΦ !ƳŀƴŘŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
valuable opportunities for our teachers to deepen their understanding of 
neurodiversity, executive function skills, and effective behavior support 
strategies in the classroom. 

Throughout the week, Amanda led a series of professional development sessions 
tailored to different school divisions. These sessions equipped teachers with 
practical tools and approaches to better support diverse learners and foster 
inclusive, well-managed classrooms.  

We extend our warmest thanks to Amanda for sharing her expertise and positive 
energy, and to all staff members who actively participated. Together, we continue 

to grow as a community of reflective and responsive educators. 

Elina Ignatova, Primary School Principal 



  

As part of our Unit of Inquiry, How We Organize Ourselves, 
Grade 4 students went on an educational visit to the 
Burana Tower. During the trip, students explored the 
museum, observed ancient artefacts, balbal stones, and 
the Burana Tower itself. They also participated in a pottery 

workshop, where they painted ceramic pieces inspired by 
the artefacts and objects they saw in the museum. 

Through this experience, students learned about the historical significance 
of the Silk Road and the important role the Burana Tower played during that 
period. They discovered artefacts from ancient times and gained insights.  

Grade 4 Team 



  

Grade 5 Blue and Yellow had an exciting and 

educational day outdoors! Students started by 
picking up litter around the park and went on a 
forest scavenger hunt to identify decomposers, 
producers, and consumers. 
Later, the classes visited the Bishkek Rehabilitation 
Zoo to learn about animal care and the reasons 
some animals are brought to the zoo. The students 
eagerly asked questions and connected their 
observations to science lessons on food chains and 
the flow of matter in ecosystems.  

Grade 5 Team 



  



  



CPR, BROC AND KTI AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW FACES AT BIS: MS. MARIA 

Hello everyone! My name is Maria Rojas, and 
I'm excited to be starting here as your new 
Spanish teacher. I've been fortunate to build 
my teaching career in two very different parts 
of the world: first in my home country of 
Colombia, and then, in the dynamic United 
Arab Emirates. 

I am originally from the beautiful, historic 
coastal city of Cartagena de Indias in Colombia. 
Growing up in such a colorful and historic place 
taught me from a young age to appreciate 
diverse cultures and warm, welcoming 
communities. My favorite thing to do back 
home was to wander through the old walled city, finding a quiet patio to read with a fresh coffee in hand.  

My journey in education began in Colombia and continued at an adult language school in the UAE, where I had 
the joy of helping learners from all over the world. Beyond the classroom, I have a deep passion for exploring 
new cultures. My love for travel has taken me on unforgettable vacations to the bustling cities of the USA, the 
stunning shores of the Cayman Islands and Jamaica, and through the beautiful landscapes of Oman. These 

adventures have given me a profound appreciation for how language opens doors to genuine connection, and 
I am passionate about sharing that with you. 

When I'm not teaching, you can find me enjoying a perfectly 
brewed cup of coffeeτit's the fuel for my adventures and my quiet 
moments alike or, discovering a great new book. Most of all, 
spending quality time with the people that appreciated, which 
keeps me grounded and joyful. 

I am so excited to not only teach you Spanish, but to share the rich 
cultures and stories behind the language and Latin Culture. I look 
forward to learning from you and building a wonderful classroom 
community together. Here's to a fantastic and muy divertido (very 

fun) school year ahead! 

Ms. Maria, Spanish Teacher  

A huge well done to our award winners: 

CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective): 

Almanbet (Preschool 2), Kaip (Grade 1), Nixon (Grade 2), Madiyar (Grade 2),  

Abil (Grade 11), Marat (Grade 12), Adelina (Grade 12) 

 

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Taker, Open-Minded, Communicator): 

Yekta (Grade 2) 

 

RESILIENT (The path may be difficult, but I will succeed): 

Leo (Grade 2) 



  

We are now in the middle of preparing for 
the upcoming musical. The large musical 
team, including costume designers, set 
decorators, props makers, and all the 
actors is working hard and continuing 
active rehearsals for the upcoming 
performance. 

The atmosphere at the rehearsals is truly 
inspiring. Our young actors are diligently 
learning their songs, lines, and 
movements, while perfecting their stage 
presence. 

In the second term, rehearsals will 
continue according to the established 
schedule.  

Ms. Munara, Head of Performing Arts 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CHCD0XK6OTOQtJpAGC_tr6HripYpObTz1nh1FGWdP7U/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CHCD0XK6OTOQtJpAGC_tr6HripYpObTz1nh1FGWdP7U/edit?gid=0#gid=0


  


