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WINTER SPORTS DAY

We are excited to announce our upcoming Winter Sports Day events! Middle and High School students will visit
Chunkurchak Ski Base on Friday, January 30. Primary students in Grades 2 to 5 will have their Winter Sports Day
week later, on February 6, on the same day as preschoolers. More details will be shared via email.

Join us for a day of fun, active learning, and friendly competition with winter-themed sports and activities. We
look forward to a great time together!

Secondary
School

Winter
Sports Day

Join us for an exciting Winter Sports Day
at BIS, exclusively for Secondary School
students—fun, teamwork, and sports
await!

30 January, Friday

Chunkurchak Ski Base

Permission slips and payment by
Tuesday, 27th January


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4c3qhVJAvrL_oSznxjtAA
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://www.instagram.com/bis.kg/
https://twitter.com/biskg_
https://twitter.com/biskg_
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://www.facebook.com/biskgz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_International_School

Our Grade 1 and Grade 3 students recently
enjoyed a wonderful Reading Buddy session
that brought learning and friendship
together. The older students proudly took
on the role of mentors, reading stories
aloud and helping their younger buddies
with new words, while the Grade 1 students
listened with great interest and enthusiasm.

This Reading Buddy program helps build
confidence, improves reading skills, and
strengthens the sense of community across
grade levels.

GRADE 3 EXPLORES KYRGYZ
HISTORY

Grade 3 students visited the National
Kyrgyz History Museum and learned many
interesting facts about the country’s past.
They enjoyed exploring the exhibits and
discovering more about Kyrgyz culture and
traditions.




BIS SnapshotVinter Fun and Learning




KIMBERLEY HNANGUYE - ART
COMPETITION WINNER

CELEBRATING We are proud to share the wonderful news that Grade

11 student Kimberley’s artwork has been selected for

YOUNG ART'STS the 2026 Embracing Our Differences Exhibition in the

USA. Her painting will be featured on a billboard as part

ON THE WORLD of this international exhibition.

This is a fantastic achievement and a great recognition

STA GE of her creativity and talent. We congratulate Kimberley
on this success and thank her family for sharing this
inspiring news with our school community.
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THIS WEEK IN EPIC: PREPARING FOR
THE STEM FAIR

In anticipation of STEM Fair, Grade 3 students practised
making hypotheses through experimentation.

A hypothesis asks that a prediction be supported by logical
reasoning and prior knowledge. It is a challenging exercise in
critical thinking.

Alima and Adil believed that popcorn kernels pop because
heat causes expansion. Emir and Alessandro guessed that
incline enhances speed, but not without friction.
Considerable time was spent creating the right mechanics for
movement.

Excellent contributions to the scientific community!

Ms. Genevieve, EPIC Coordinator


https://www.embracingourdifferences.org/

LEARNING CHINESE THROUGH A FUN
FIELD TRIP

The Mandarin and EPIC group teams went on a field trip
to a Chinese restaurant. Students practiced ordering food
in Chinese, learned how to use chopsticks, and enjoyed
eating noodles.

The trip gave them a fun, hands-on opportunity to use
language and life skills in a real-life setting.

Ms. Nazira V., Mandarin Teacher

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS' ASSESSMENT (ISA) ONLINE TESTS

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Most BIS students in Grades 3-9 will participate in the
International Schools’ Assessment (ISA) online tests
this term.

Trial Tests Schedule:
1 January 28, 27", 28"and 29"
Official Tests Schedule:
1 Middle School (Grades 6-8): February 2¢¢ 61

1 High School (Grade 9): February 9 ¢ 13"

1 Primary School (Grades 3 — 5): February 9 ¢ 13"

Subjects tested are Mathematical Literacy, Reading.
Writing, and Science These tests benchmark
achievement against international standards and
evaluate the effectiveness of our programme.

Please make sure your children come to school on time
as some tests start at 08:0(h the morning, and ask
them to approach the tests calmly and do theuest.

It is important that students take the tests seriously as
they are the only international comparison we have for
Grades 3-9. Individual ISA reports are issued in May
2026, and will be shared with parents as well as used
by teachers to address learning needs.

ELA beginners (Groups ELA-1 and ELA-2 in Grades 3-5,
and students with OPT below 40 in Grades 6-9) are not
included in testing, as their English levels are not
sufficient to understand the questions asked. Students
with specific learning needs will receive appropriate
support, and their results will be interpreted
accordingly.

You can review a privacy statement here.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Ms. Elina
(eignatova@bis.kg) for questions about PYP, Ms.
Gulbara (gakunova@bis.kg) for questions about MYP,
and Mr. Nurbek (nchagataev@bis.kg) for questions
about Grade 9.

Elina Ignatova, Primary School Assistant Principal



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hUeGO2jhAZzkKylGdpJYsHTsvMRfAzZ1/view?usp=sharing

AISB
Table Tennis
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AISB TABLE TENNIS
TOURNAMENT

L O S

On January 18, our school team took part in a table tennis
tournament. Five students represented our school and
demonstrated great determination and strong
sportsmanship throughout the competition. We would
like to give special recognition to Liang Guanghe, who
won 3rd place.

We also congratulate Samat Nurbaev, Sandro
Kvatchadze, Erkeaiym Turganbaeva, and Nelia luniaeva
for their participation and excellent effort.

Ms. Diana, PE Teacher
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fine Hain, Clips
)

This week in Fine Art Painting class, students made floral
hair clips. They excitedly imagined and designed their
ideal hair clips—pieces that are not yet available
anywhere on the market. They planned, shaped, and
glued their creations, making one-of-a-kind pieces that
bring their dream lifestyles to life. Fine art is not just on
canvas; it Is everywhere in our everyday lives.

Ms. Didi




CPR (Caring, Principled, Reflective):
Tabiiat, Ayla, Saliya (Grade 4)
Niel, Dariy (Grade 5)

KTI (Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Inquirers):
Aruna, Emir, Sara, Sora, Diana, Tamara (Grade 3)
Luka, Yihan (Luna), Jude, Alisha (Grade 5)

BROC (Balanced, Risk-Takers, Open-Minded, Communicators):
Oskar, Azat (Grade 3)
Stanislava (Grade 4)
Elima (Grade 5)
Shuyang (Elza), Nil Mira, Guanghe (Grade 6)
Samat, Aruukeh (Grade 8)

RESILIENT (The path may be difficult, but | will succeed):
Eren (Grade 4)
Josiah, Alina (Grade 5)
Uluk (Grade 7)
Aiana (Grade 8)




Al ASSISTANT FOR BIS POLICIES & HANDBOOKS
Al Assistant for BIS Policies & Handbooks
Parents & Guardians Handbook

BIS Policies and Handbooks
Student Handbook

LUNCH MENU

The lunch menu for January 26™ — 30" is Menu C. You can view the updated School menu on our school
website. Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this menu to avoid any foods your child
cannot eat, according to the information provided to us by you.

UPCOMING EVENTS — 2025/26 Calendar is here
e 30%" January, Friday: Secondary School Winter Sports Day
e 31t January — 1t February: AISB Basketball Tournament
e 6™ February, Friday: Primary School Winter Sports Day
® 5-7 February: CAFA U19 Basketball Tournament (Almaty)
e 12-14 February: CAFA U15 Basketball Tournament (Astana)
e 13" February, Friday: Valentine’s Day organized by Student Council

e 19% February, Thursday: Languages in our Lives Day

KEEP IN TOUCH

If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your child’s Homeroom or Form Teacher and
they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English or Russian, or in your own
language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to, please write to info@bis.kg and our
Reception will forward your email to the right person. Homeroom and Form Teachers for 2025/26 are given below:

Position

BIS Reception

Name

Albina / Meerim / Madina

Contact

info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406

School Bus enquiries

Burmakan Birnazarova

bus@bis.kg

ECA (extra-curricular activities)
enquiries

Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova

eca@bis.kg

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy
Administration

Esentur Dildebekov

edildebekov@bis.kg

Admissions Officers

Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova

admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200

Community Liaison Officer

Taalaigul Zhunusova

tzhunusova@bis.kg

Community Projects Officer

Saikal Amanova

saikala@bis.kg

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg
Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg

Head of School

David Grant

dgrant@bis.kg

Head of Administration

Mirzat Osmonova

mosmonova@bis.kg

High School Principal

Nurbek Chagataev

nchagataev@bis.kg

Middle School Principal

Gulbara Akunova

gakunova@bis.kg

Primary School Principal

Elina Ignatova

eignatova@bis.kg

High School Academic Director, DP
Coordinator

Makiko Inaba

minaba@bis.kg

MYP Coordinator

Nadine Lemoine

nlemoine@bis.kg

PYP Coordinator

Maria Corbett

mcorbett@bis.kg

National Curriculum Coordinator

Chynara Abdyraeva

cabdyraeva@bis.kg

Learning Diversity, Inclusion and
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator

Kyzjibek Tekenova

ktekenova@bis.kg

EPIC Coordinator

Genevieve Maser

gmaser@bis.kg



https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/af3b8f75-4da2-420a-b800-48056119eb9b
https://www.bis.kg/school/policies-and-handbooks/
https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/H2-Parents-Guardians-Handbook-August-2025.pdf
https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/H3-Student-Handbook-August-2025-ENG.pdf
https://www.bis.kg/school/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BIS-Menu-ABCD_April-2025.pdf
https://www.bis.kg/school/calendar/
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mailto:doctor@bis.kg
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Chair of the Governing Board (GB) Fred Huston gbchair@bis.kg

Governing Board Secretary Alina Seitalieva ghsec@bis.kg

Parents Association President PAMC President papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg
Parents Association Secretary Alina Seitalieva pasec@bis.kg

Homeroom/Form Classes

Preschool 1 Laura Meliou & Saltanat Mamanova Imeloliu@bis.kg; smamanova@bis.kg
Preschool 2 Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Nurzat bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg;
Preschool 3 Osmonova nosmonova@bis.kg
Grade 0 Blue Altynai Isabekova & Kanykei Tursunalieva aisabekova@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg
Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Begaiym Djumaeva plin@bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg
Grade 1 Blue Nelia Mwanza & Nargiza Zhusupova nmwanza@bis.kg: nzhusupova@bis.kg
Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg
Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Datkayim Uralieva mchadderton@bis.kg; duralieva@bis.kg
Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg
Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Tilekbek Niazaliev msaber@bis.kg; tniiazaliev@bis.kg

Grade 3 Yellow

Claudette Colinares & Altynai Kalieva

ccolinares@bis.kg; alkalieva@bis.kg

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Eliza Saidalieva dbilog@bis.kg; esaidalieva@bis.kg

Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg

Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai llebaeva rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg

Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg

Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg

Grade 7 Matthew Vandewaal Valkanov & mvalkanov@bis.kg; akozlovskaia@bis.kg
Anjela Kozlovskaia

Grade 8 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg

Grade 9 Sagida Satysheva & Alexander Vargas Mira &  ssatysheva@bis.kg; avargas@bis.kg;
Nargiza Kydykova nkydykova@bis.kg

Grade 10 Yana Karpenko & Ahmed Hashem & Stephen yakarpenko@bis.kg; ahashem@bis.kg;
Labanowich slabanowich@bis.kg

Grade 11 Nazira Abakirova & Megan Bagdonas nabakirova@bis.kg; mbagdonas@bis.kg

Grade 12 Lane Spies & Kevin Snow Ispies@bis.kg; ksnow@bis.kg

WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM

Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow.

O

BIS news (Eng) OR BIS HoBocTtu (Pyc)

FIND US ON THE WEB

@% BIS website - www.bis.kg

1
BIS Instagram - @bis.kg

E BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz

®

BIS news (Eng) OR BIS HoBocTu (Pyc)

NEWS

Connecting the BIS Community

www.bailanysh.com

@, BIS Alumni Association - @bis alumni

| f\ Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127

Act for Community - @actcom.bis
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Bishkek
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Preschool Newsletter No: 19 / 2025-26

PRESCHOOL 1

Last week, we began our new unit, “We Are Part of a
Community.” The children explored our classroom,
learned about different areas, and talked about rules
that keep us safe and happy.

This week, our focus is “My Friends.” We are learning
to share, take turns, and play kindly. During circle
time, we talked about what a friend is and practiced
saying our friends’ names.

In literacy, we read The Rainbow Fish and learned that
sharing and being kind helps us make friends. In math,
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we sorted toys by color and type and counted our
friends.

In role-play, we played “Friendship Café”, practicing
kind words like “Can | have...?” and “Thank you!” We
also made friendship bracelets from beads as a symbol
of friendship.

We are proud of how the children are learning to be
kind, caring, and good friends!

Ms. Laura, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher




PRESCHOOL 2

This week in Preschool 2, we started our new
unit Where We Are in Place and Tifike central idea
of the unit is we change over time. We began with a
provocation using baby photos, and children enjoyed
looking at the photos, looking at themselves in the
mirror, and noticing how they have grown. We also
opened a Baby Clinic in the dramatic play area, where
children took care of baby dolls and showed care and
interest through play. In phonics, we worked on the

A w7

/s/ sound by reading ¢ NJA (3“[ e Qa
making our own silly soup with words that start with
the ssound. In math, children were introduced to the
idea of bigand smallthrough everyday classroom
activities. It was a lovely week full of curiosity and
learning.

Ms. Nuraida, Preschool 2 Homeroom Teacher
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PRESCHOOL 3

This week in Preschool 3, we explored our unit’s
central idea: “People move for different reasons.” We
had fun brainstorming why people travel and learned
that people move to learn, play, see new places, and
work. The children shared thoughtful ideas about
traveling near and far, discovering that planes help us
travel far quickly, while walking or running helps us
reach nearby places. It was wonderful to hear how our
young learners understand travel.

In Math, we practiced counting and were introduced
to patterns. In Phonics, we learned the new sounds d
and g.

We also enjoyed outdoor exploration, Library, Music,
Dance, Art, and P.E. It was an amazing week, and we
are excited for an adventurous week ahead as we
begin learning about air transport!

Ms. Bivo, Preschool 3 Homeroom Teacher
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