
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGES IN OUR LIVES DAY AT BIS 

BIS proudly celebrated Languages in Our Lives Day, recognising and honouring the many languages spoken 

across our diverse school community. We believe it is important to celebrate all the languages in our lives - 
whether they are languages we speak fluently, languages we grew up with, or languages that hold a special 
place in our hearts.  

The Languages Team organised a variety of engaging activities to make the day meaningful and memorable for 
our students. Students created vibrant multilingual posters, writing food names, compliments, and everyday 
phrases in different languages. Teachers and students ran a multilingual cookie station where students had to 

try speaking a new language to ask for a cookie - a fun and delicious way to practice!  

hǳǊ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ t¸t ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ άƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦƭŀƎǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
that represented languages spoken in our community. They also enjoyed breaking a secret language code as 
part of the scavenger hunt.  
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All Preschool and PYP students took part in two mini language lessons led by parents and teachers. Students had 

the opportunity to try languages such as French, Italian, Filipino, Tunisian, Arabic, Spanish, Nepali, Tajik, Polish, 
Swiss German, Serbian, Afrikaans, Arabic, Luo and Turkish. 

MYP students experienced a new language which was taught in an engaging and playful way. Language teachers 
prepared fun activities for the students to try Russian, French, Kyrgyz, Arabic, Mandarin, Catalan, German and 
Japanese.  

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the parents who joined 
us to lead sessions for our students. Your contribution provided a valuable and 
authentic learning experience, allowing children to explore different languages 
and cultures firsthand.  

Languages in Our Lives Day was a joyful celebration of culture, identity, and 
community. Thank you to all parents, teachers, and students who helped make 
this special day such a success! 

Languages Team 



  

Last week, our U15 Boys and Girls teams 
proudly represented the school at the 
CAFA Basketball Tournament in Astana. 

Both teams gave their very best in a 
strong and competitive environment, 
demonstrating resilience and teamwork. 
It was a valuable learning experience for 
all involved.  

Congratulations to Gerard and Emilie on 
receiving All-Star awards, and to Samad 
for his excellent three-point shooting 
performance! 

A special thank you to our dedicated 
coaches for their guidance and support.  



  
 
 
 
 

BIS Snapshot: Languages in Our Lives Day 



  

During Chinese New Year, parent volunteers 
visited our class to share traditions commonly 
practised during the holiday. They explained 
the use of red envelopes (hongbao) and 
supported students in adding Chinese New 

Year decorations to the classroom door. 

Parents introduced the tradition of giving red 
envelopes. They explained that the envelopes 
are used to give money as a symbol of good 

wishes for the new year, often connected to 
health, safety, and prosperity. Red envelopes 
are commonly given to children and younger 
family members during Chinese New Year. 

Parents also helped students decorate the 
classroom door with red New Year decorations. 

They explained that these decorations are placed on doors 
during Chinese New Year to mark the start of the new year 
and to welcome blessings and good fortune. 

Grade 3Y Team 



  
As part of the unit άCƻƻŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣέ Grade 8 Mandarin students went on a field trip to the Chinese restaurant 
"Imperator". The visit gave them a chance to explore real Chinese cuisine outside the classroom.  

During the trip, students practiced food vocabulary by describing different flavors ς spicy, sweet, sour, and salty ς and 
sharing their opinions about the dishes. For some students, it was their first experience using chopsticks, which made 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ άǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ  After the meal, 
students filled in a review form, choosing their top three most delicious dishes and the three they liked the least. 

It was a fun and tasty way to connect language learning with real cultural experience.  

Ms. Saikal, Mandarin Teacher  

DP1 students recently carried out a hands-on experiment in the biology 
lab to explore the concept of surface area to volume ratio. Using agar 
cubes of different sizes, they investigated how size affects the rate at 
which substances move in and out of cells. 

This practical experiment helped students better understand why cells 
are small and how surface area to volume ratio plays an important role 
in biological processes such as diffusion and nutrient exchange.  

Ms. Meerim, Biology Teacher   



  

During the Improv Playground ECA, students demonstrated strong 
improvisation and collaboration skills by creating original 
narratives from a single-line prompt. Actors worked together to 
brainstorm ideas, develop clear story arcs, and bring their scenes 

to life through spontaneous performance. The session highlighted 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
supporting one another on stage, showcasing the dynamic 
learning environment fostered through drama at our school. At 

the end of the showcase, the best of the best were awarded a 
trophy in recognition of their outstanding performance. 
Congratulations to all the actors for their dedication, teamwork, 
and inspiring creativity.  

Mr. Geoffrey, Drama Teacher 

This week, Grade 0 counted the many properties of solids, 
liquids and gases. First, they made a chart of different 

states of matter. Then, from their examples, they wrote 
definitions of solids, liquids, and gases. It was decided 
that solids were generally hard and kept their own shape. 
Liquids required new vocabulary, including the word 
'flow.'   

Most challenging was the idea that gas takes up space. 
Ryan and Simeon thought about why their chests moved 
when they breathed in and out, and why we can change 
the shape of an inflated balloon but not collapse it. Well 
done, young scientists!  

Ms. Genevieve, EPIC Coordinator 



  



  



  



  

We are happy to announce the start of the Kyrgyz language lessons for parents on Friday, February 27th! 
These sessions are for beginners and led by Ainura Emilbekova, a parent of High School students and PAMC 
member. These lessons will be on Fridays from 2:30 pm to 3:15 pm at BIS, room A2 (this room is in the annex 
building).  

If you would like to join, please fill out the form to register. We look forward to seeing you there! 

https://forms.gle/pbUkkCsjaDzZVPF77
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The lunch menu for February 23rd ς 27th is Menu C. You can view the updated School menu on our school 
website. Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this menu to avoid any foods your child 
cannot eat, according to the information provided to us by you.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS ς 2025/26 Calendar is here 

ǒ 26th February, Thursday: Science Fair 

ǒ 13th March, Friday: G12 CAS/G11 TOK Exploration  

ǒ 14th aŀǊŎƘΣ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΥ LƴǘŜǊπǎŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘŜǎǎ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ  

ǒ мсπнл aŀǊŎƘΥ {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪ 

ǒ 20 March, Friday: Orozo Ait ς public holiday  

ǒ 21 March, Saturday: Nooruz ς public holiday 

ǒ 26 March, Thursday: G12 Visual Art Exhibition /  Nooruz at BIS  

ǒ 28 March, Saturday: BISMUN ς Model United Nations 

 

KEEP IN TOUCH  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ IƻƳŜǊƻƻƳ ƻǊ CƻǊƳ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ and 
they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English or Russian, or in your own 
language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to, please write to info@bis.kg and our 
Reception will forward your email to the right person. Homeroom and Form Teachers for 2025/26 are given below: 

Position Name Contact 

BIS Reception Albina / Meerim / Madina  info@bis.kg; 0312 214 406, 0770 214 406 

School Bus enquiries Burmakan Birnazarova bus@bis.kg  

ECA (extra-curricular activities) 
enquiries 

Bojana Askovic / Nazira Almasbekova eca@bis.kg 

ManageBac & SchoolsBuddy 
Administration  

Esentur Dildebekov edildebekov@bis.kg  

Admissions Officers Gulsara Sheraly kyzy / Begimai Urmanbetova admissions@bis.kg; 0706 200 200 

Community Liaison Officer Taalaigul Zhunusova tzhunusova@bis.kg  

Community Projects Officer  Saikal Amanova saikala@bis.kg  

Registrar Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Doctor Asel Turusbaeva doctor@bis.kg 

Head of School David Grant dgrant@bis.kg 

Head of Administration Mirzat Osmonova mosmonova@bis.kg 

High School Principal Nurbek Chagataev nchagataev@bis.kg  

Middle School Principal Gulbara Akunova  gakunova@bis.kg  

Primary School Principal Elina Ignatova eignatova@bis.kg  

High School Academic Director, DP 
Coordinator  

Makiko Inaba minaba@bis.kg  

MYP Coordinator Nadine Lemoine nlemoine@bis.kg  

PYP Coordinator Maria Corbett  mcorbett@bis.kg  

National Curriculum Coordinator Chynara Abdyraeva cabdyraeva@bis.kg  

Learning Diversity, Inclusion and 
Counselling (LDIC) Coordinator 

Kyzjibek Tekenova ktekenova@bis.kg  

EPIC Coordinator Genevieve Maser gmaser@bis.kg  
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Chair of the Governing Board (GB) Fred Huston gbchair@bis.kg  

Governing Board Secretary  Alina Seitalieva  gbsec@bis.kg  

Parents Association President PAMC President papres@bis.kg; pamc@bis.kg 

Parents Association Secretary Alina Seitalieva pasec@bis.kg 

Homeroom/Form Classes 

Preschool 1  Laura Meliou & Saltanat Mamanova lmeloliu@bis.kg; smamanova@bis.kg  

Preschool 2  Nuraida Asanbaeva & Zharkyn Oskonbaeva nasanbaeva@bis.kg; joskonbaeva@bis.kg  

Preschool 3 
Bivo Chongo & Kulkayir Junusheva & Nurzat 
Osmonova 

bchongo@bis.kg; kjunusheva@bis.kg; 
nosmonova@bis.kg 

Grade 0 Blue Altynai Isabekova & Kanykei Tursunalieva aisabekova@bis.kg; ktursunalieva@bis.kg 

Grade 0 Yellow Peiying Lin & Begaiym Djumaeva plin@bis.kg; bdjumaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Blue  Nelia Mwanza & Nargiza Zhusupova nmwanza@bis.kg; nzhusupova@bis.kg 

Grade 1 Yellow Begimai Keneshbekova & Rabiia Erkulova bkeneshbekova@bis.kg; rerkulova@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Blue Morgan Chadderton & Datkayim Uralieva mchadderton@bis.kg; duralieva@bis.kg  

Grade 2 Yellow Oksana Chichilova & Aike Uralieva ochichilova@bis.kg; auralieva@bis.kg   

Grade 3 Blue Michaela Saber & Tilekbek Niazaliev msaber@bis.kg; tniiazaliev@bis.kg 

Grade 3 Yellow Claudette Colinares & Altynai Kalieva ccolinares@bis.kg; alkalieva@bis.kg 

Grade 4 Blue Daniel Bilog & Eliza Saidalieva dbilog@bis.kg; esaidalieva@bis.kg  

Grade 4 Yellow Ana Marie Alcala & Aizirek Dzhakypbekova aalcala@bis.kg; adzhakypbekova@bis.kg  

Grade 5 Blue Rona Butler & Zharkynai Ilebaeva  rbutler@bis.kg; zhilebaeva@bis.kg 

Grade 5 Yellow Natalie Small & Sezim Tologonova nsmall@bis.kg; stologonova@bis.kg 

Grade 6 Marc Navo Garreta & Janyl Namazbekova mgarreta@bis.kg; jnamazbekova@bis.kg 

Grade 7 Matthew Vandewaal Valkanov &  
Anjela Kozlovskaia 

mvalkanov@bis.kg; akozlovskaia@bis.kg 

Grade 8 Francois Spies & Nurzhamal Alymova fspies@bis.kg; nalymova@bis.kg 

Grade 9 Sagida Satysheva & Alexander Vargas Mira & 
Nargiza Kydykova  

ssatysheva@bis.kg; avargas@bis.kg; 
nkydykova@bis.kg 

Grade 10 Yana Karpenko & Ahmed Hashem & Stephen 
Labanowich 

yakarpenko@bis.kg; ahashem@bis.kg; 
slabanowich@bis.kg 

Grade 11 Nazira Abakirova & Megan Bagdonas nabakirova@bis.kg; mbagdonas@bis.kg  

Grade 12 Lane Spies & Kevin Snow lspies@bis.kg; ksnow@bis.kg  

 

WHATSAPP & TELEGRAM 

Most school communication is sent by email or in Voices. We also have Telegram and WhatsApp broadcast 
channels to repeat general email messages. The same info is on WhatsApp and Telegram, and on both English 
and Russian channels. If you do not check emails, join the channel that is easiest for you to follow. 

             

                 BIS news (Eng) OR .L{ ͍͙ͤͦͦͫͭ ό˾ͯͫύ  

             

                  BIS news (Eng) OR .L{ ͍͙ͤͦͦͫͭ ό˾ͯͫύ 
 

FIND US ON THE WEB  

BIS website - www.bis.kg www.bailanysh.com 

BIS Instagram - @bis.kg  BIS Alumni Association - @bis_alumni 

BIS Facebook - facebook.com/biskgz Act for Community - @actcom.bis 

Parents Association - facebook.com/bis.parents.127 
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PRESCHOOL 1  
This week was full of fun as we reviewed all the wonderful 
things we have learned together! 

Math Fun: Our children loved feeding our silly monsters ς 
but these monsters only eat shapes! The children carefully 
chose the right shapes and happily helped their monsters 
stay full. We also became color detectives and searched for 
beautiful colors all around our classroom. 

Creative Play: Our little hairdressers were excited to use 
scissors to create new hairstyles for our special guests. 
They showed great focus and creativity while cutting and 
designing! 

Language Day Adventure: We celebrated Language Day by 
exploring different flags. The children had so much fun 
finding flags and marking them on their papers like true 
explorers. 

Building Our School Together: Together, we colored a 
model of our school. The children worked as a team and 
were proud to create something that represents our special 
place. 

It was a joyful week of learning, creating, and celebrating 
our classroom community. We are so proud of our little 
learners and all they have accomplished! 

We look forward to more fun and discovery next week! 

Ms. Laura, Preschool 1 Homeroom Teacher 

 Preschool Newsletter No: 23 / 2025-26 20th February 2026 


