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Primary Years Programme: Preschool to Grade 5 

Primary School Principal 

 

Elina Ignatova  

Ms. Elina graduated from the Faculty of Linguistics and Translation of 
Chelyabinsk State University, Russia. She joined BIS as a teacher in Grade 5 
in 2018, before promotion to Primary School Assistant Principal in summer 
2023 and Primary School Principal in summer 2025. Ms Elina has completed 
a Master's in the Art of Teaching, accredited by Bard College, New York 

State, USA. Ms. Elina believes that every child has unique potential and that 
the primary years are the most crucial stage in a child's academic, social, 

and personal development. 

Primary School Academic Coordinator 

 

Daniel Bilog 

Mr. Daniel is a dedicated educator with 15 years of teaching experience, 
including 12 years in international schools. He earned his Bachelor of 
Elementary Education from the Philippine Normal University and studied at 
Gwangju National University of Education in South Korea through a student 
exchange program. He has also completed coursework toward a Master of 
Arts in Education, majoring in Curriculum, Instruction, and Educational 
Management, and has contributed to the development of an international 
school curriculum. Since joining BIS in the summer of 2024, Mr. Daniel has 

been committed to creating engaging learning experiences that inspire 
curiosity, build confidence, and support every student's growth both inside 
and outside the classroom. 

Middle School: Grades 6-8 

Middle School Principal 

 

Gulbara Akunova 

Ms. Gulbara graduated from Bishkek Humanities University with a degree 
in English Language Teaching. During her studies, she participated in two 
exchange programs in the USA and China. She also holds a postgraduate 
degree in Central Asian regional studies from the Diplomatic Academy of 
the Russian Federation in Moscow. She has experience working in public 

schools in Bishkek and with international organizations before joining BIS in 

2020. Gulbara is interested in promoting community projects among middle 
school students that can bring valuable benefits to the local community. 



 

Middle School Academic Coordinator 

 

Claire Berger 

Ms. Claire holds a Bachelor's and a Master's degree in International Affairs 

from Texas A&M University. She previously worked as a History teacher at 
BIS, and has also worked in the US, Romania, South Korea, and New Zealand. 
Ms. Claire is rejoining BIS in August 2026 as the Middle School Academic 
Coordinator. 

High School: Grades 9-12 

High School Principal 

 

Nurbek Chagataev 

Mr. Nurbek graduated from Cyprus International University with a degree 

in International Relations. He also holds a Masters degree in Economics 
from the Diplomatic Academy of Kyrgyz Republic. His work experience 
includes working in guest relations at the ‘Warner Brothers World Abu 

Dhabi’, and at the Republican Centre for Health Protection in the Kyrgyz 
Republic. Mr. Nurbek joined BIS in September 2020, became Assistant 
Principal for the High School in 2024 and Principal in 2025. Mr Nurbek is also 
the school Registrar, Cambridge IGCSE examination officer, and Extended 
Essay Coordinator for the IB Diploma Programme. 

High School Academic Director, DP Coordinator 

 

Makiko Inaba 

Ms. Makiko has a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Waseda University 
in Japan. Foreign languages and cultures have always been her passion and 
she has lived in the United States, South Korea, France, China and the Kyrgyz 

Republic in pursuit of that passion. She has the UK Qualified Teacher Status 

(QTS) and has experience teaching students ranging from elementary to 
high school level. Ms. Makiko joined BIS in summer 2014 and is a much-
loved teacher with exceptional skills in education. Ms. Makiko is a member 
of the IB Educator Network (IBEN). 

 

 
  



 

National Curriculum: Preschool to Grade 11 

National Curriculum Coordinator 

 

Chynara Abdyraeva 

Ms. Chynara has a Doctorate in Education from Arabaev Kyrgyz State 

University. She worked for many years in the University sector, including 

work with the Ministry of Education and Science for curriculum 
accreditation. Ms. Chynara is responsible for BIS accreditation with the 
Ministry in order for the school to hold national examinations at BIS for 
Grade 9 and Grade 11 students, enabling local students to graduate with a 
local High School certificate in addition to our internationally accredited 
programs. 

National Curriculum Manager 

 

Alban Chokushov 

Mr. Alban graduated from the Kyrgyz State Law Academy, where he studied 
international law. In 2020, he graduated with a master's degree from the 
Guizhou National University. He worked in such organizations as the Taiwan 

Fund for Children and Families, Good Neighbors International in the Kyrgyz 
Republic, and Fair and Sustainable Development Solutions Public 

Foundation. He joined the BIS team in March 2023. His responsibilities 
include oversight of all registrations and documents for students studying 
the national curriculum programme at BIS. 

 
 


