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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL FORM TEACHERS 2026/2027 
Form Teachers in Grades 6-12 are responsible for student support and behavior in their grade level. 

Grade 6 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Marc Garreta 

Mr. Marc graduated as a psychologist in the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona, Spain and also holds a master degree in Learning Difficulties and 
Disorders from Universitat Oberta de Catalunya. He has teaching 
experience in Spain, Indonesia and Kyrgyzstan. Mr. Marc loves teaching his 
own language as well as supporting diverse students to include them in the 
learning environment. He joined the BIS team in summer 2022. 

Grade 6 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Anjela Kozlovskaia  

Ms. Anjela graduated from the Chuykov Art School in 2024. During her 
studies, she participated in various events and exhibitions. She considers it 
very important to instill a love for art in children. In addition to drawing, Miss 
Anjela is involved in music and sport, and in her free time, she enjoys to go 
out into nature. Ms. Anjela joined the BIS team in summer 2024. 

Grade 7 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Branka Kovacevic 

Ms. Branka holds a Master's degree from the Faculty of Technology and 
Metallurgy at the University of Belgrade. With over 19 years of teaching 

experience, she has worked in a variety of educational settings, including 
the Business Technical College, a STEM-oriented high school in Serbia, and 
the IB Anglo-American School in Moscow. During her time in Moscow, she 
collaborated closely with the Special Educational Needs Department, 
supporting IB PYP learners with diverse learning profiles. She earned the 
ECIS Certificate in 2020, completed the SEND Diploma and Universal Design 
for Learning (UDL) certification in 2023, and in 2024 completed the 
Understanding Dyslexia Diploma, Supporting Students with Dyscalculia 

certification, and IB Mathematics Category 1. Ms. Branka joined the BIS 
team in January 2023 as a Learning Support Teacher and PYP/MYP 
Mathematics Teacher. She is passionate about helping students build 
confidence and succeed in mathematics 



 

Grade 7 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Erkeayim Zhekshenalieva 

Ms. Erkeayim has a Bachelor’s degree from International University of 
Central Asia and has diverse experience working with children within the 

Kyrgyz Republic. She taught Mandarin and English in an orphanage in 
Tokmok and taught English to students of Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
in Ivanovka school. She also worked in a special school in Hong Kong with 

children who were addicted to drugs. Ms. Erkeayim enjoys working with 

children as they are open to speaking their minds, being silly, and they make 
learning fun. She believes that the students she teaches now will one day 
be the people running the country. Ms. Erkeayim joined the BIS team in 
summer 2019. 

Grade 7 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Alexander Vargas 

Mr. Alexander is an educator with a background in Chemical Engineering 
from the University of Cartagena, Colombia, and a strong passion for 
teaching mathematics. With over six years of experience, he has successfully 
aligned and developed math curricula and led departments. His expertise 

extends to Middle and High School math curriculum development (MYP and 
CCSS), AP Calculus & AP Precalculus instruction, teaching High School 
Geometry, Algebra 1 & Algebra 2, and serving as a Curriculum consultant for 

New Highlands University. Mr. Alexander joined the BIS team in summer 
2024. 

Grade 8 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Matthew Vandewaal Valkanov 

Mr. Matthew studied History at the Universite Libre de Bruxelles, French-
English-Spanish translation at the Institut Superieur de Traducteurs et 

Interpretes, and holds a Professional Qualification in Tourism and Services 
from the Institut des Sacres-Coeurs de Waterloo. He came to Kyrgyzstan as 
a Social Development Expert for an NGO in 2016, he has since worked in 
universities and private schools teaching English, Global Perspectives and 
Critical Thinking, and now Individuals and Societies. He has been working 
with children for almost 20 years, volunteering at crisis centers for victims 
of abuse, running after-school clubs for troubled teens, and leading scout 

groups. Mr Matthew joined the BIS team in summer 2024. 

Grade 8 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Nurzhamal Alymova 

Ms. Nurzhamal graduated from the French Department of foreign 
languages at the Kyrgyz National University. Since graduating with a 
Master’s Degree, she has worked as a French teacher at the National 

University, with Alliance Française and with international organizations. Ms. 
Nurzhamal joined the BIS team in summer 2019. 



 

Grade 9 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Sagida Satysheva 

Ms. Sagida graduated from Bishkek Humanities University with a Bachelor's 
degree in English Philology. Ms. Sagida has experience teaching English to 
local students and Russian as a foreign language. She worked in various 
language schools in Bishkek, gaining experience working with different age 

groups of students. She joined the BIS team in summer 2023. 

Grade 9 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Maria Rojas 

Ms. Maria holds a Bachelor's degree in English and French from Universidad 
de Cartagena, Colombia, and a Master's degree in Spanish Language and 
Literature from the Universidad de Jaén, Spain. She has over 7 years 
teaching Spanish and English in International environments. Her expertise 
ranges from primary school, middle years, high school and upper education 
in institutions in Latin America and UAE.  She believes that bilingual and 
multilingual education greatly benefit children's cognitive and cultural 
development. Ms. Maria is committed to student-centered, communicative 
teaching and fostering cross-cultural understanding in the classroom. 

Grade 9 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Francois Spies 

Mr. Spies graduated from the University of the North West in South Africa, 
with a bachelor’s degree in Education of technology specializing in 
Mechanical Engineering and Graphic design. He taught design in schools in 
South Africa for several years before joining the BIS team in summer 2024. 
Mr. Spies strives to motivate learners to become critical thinkers and to 
think outside the box to solve problems. 

  



 

Grade 10 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Ahmed Hashem 

Mr. Hashem holds a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering and is a 
Google Certified Educator. With 12 years of experience in teaching 
Mathematics, Physics, ICT, and programming, he is currently in his fifth year 
of teaching in Bishkek for IGCSE, A-levels, and IB students. He has completed 
numerous teaching courses at Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
Oxford University Press, and the IB Organization. He has recently enhanced 
his pedagogical expertise by completing his Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education (PGCE) at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, UK, and is 
currently finalizing his Master of Arts in Education from the University of 
Buckingham, UK. Mr Hashem joined the BIS team in summer 2024. 

Grade 10 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Yana Karpenko 

Ms. Yana Ms. Yana is an accomplished educator with a passion for language 
teaching and education management. She graduated from Kyrgyz-Russian 
Slavic University, where she completed her undergraduate degree in 
Linguistics in 2016. She began her teaching career as an ESL (English as a 
Second Language) teacher. In 2018, she earned the Certificate in English 
Language Teaching to Adults (CELTA). She completed a Master of Arts in 
Teaching at the American University of Central Asia (AUCA) in 2025 and has 
successfully passed Cambridge DELTA Module 1, highly respected 
Cambridge DELTA qualification in English language teaching. Ms. Yana 
joined the BIS team in January 2024. 

Grade 11 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Toon Cavens 

Mr. Cavens is originally from Belgium, where he studied Mathematics and 
Economics. He has also studied Philosophy in Paris, and English Literature in 
London. He joined BIS in August 2016 to teach Mathematics and Theory of 
Knowledge. Mr. Cavens hopes to instill in his students a life-long passion for 
learning, and to help them to develop their own ideas.  

Grade 11 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Nazira Abakirova 

Ms. Nazira holds a degree in Economics from the Kyrgyz Russian Slavic 
University, where she was awarded a scholarship from the Soros 
Foundation-Kyrgyzstan for her research on economic development in 
Kyrgyzstan. Ms. Nazira has extensive experience tutoring mathematics to 
middle-school students and delivering training programs for adults. She also 
holds an MBA degree and an MA in Teaching, both from the American 
University of Central Asia. Ms. Nazira joined the BIS team in summer 2022. 



 

Grade 12 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Lané Spies 

Ms. Lané graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Economics with Risk and 
Investment Management from the Northwest University in South Africa. She 
has experience in the logistics and financial services industry before making 
the transition into tertiary education. She worked for a private university in 
South Africa as a senior student advisor, helping local and international 
students choose a qualification that suits their academic potential and 
lifetime goals. She also assisted with the administration and registration of 
all the students she worked with. Ms. Lane joined the BIS team in summer 
2024, and excited to help all students succeed in their future endeavors. 

Grade 12 Co-Form Teacher 

 

Alexander Sheyerman 

Mr. Alexander holds BSc and MSc degrees from the Moscow Institute of 
Physics and Technology. He pursued doctoral studies in experimental 
condensed matter physics at the University of British Columbia, where he 
also worked as a teaching assistant in undergraduate physics and 
engineering courses. He helps students develop a deep understanding of 
physics through conceptual thinking, experimental investigation, and 
mathematical reasoning. Mr. Alexander joined the BIS team in March 2023. 

 


